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out of owr mines and throw it away for
the reason that the Minister will not allow
us to use it except nnder impossible con-
ditions. I do not desire to diseuss this
matter at any length, but I would be
wanting in my duty if I did not eall at-
tention to anything that interferes with
the Goldfields Water Scheme, and to the
crying needs of the goldfields, and of :he
low grade shows particularly, for a
cheaper water supply.

On wotion by Hon. W. C. Angwin

debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 11.35 nom.

Teaislative Essembly,
Monday, 18th December, 1911,

PAGE.
Questions : Electoral Rolls, Legislative Counml 1103
-Water Supply, Perth . 1103
. Railway construction, new lines .. 1104
Bills : Public Service Act Amendment 2R, Com. 1104
GoldAelds Water Supply Act Amendment
2R., Com,, 3R, .. 1107
Land and Income Tax, 28., Com 33 1115
Upper Datling Bange Rallway Extenamn,
2R., Com., 3R. . 1121
Norseman-Esperance Railway, 2R. 1122
Hotham-Crossman Railway, 2., Com 1128
Yillimining-Kondinin B.allway. 28., Coln. 1136
Papers presented . . 1157

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

H
QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS,
LEGISLATIVE COUXNCIL.

Mr., FRANK WILSON (withont
notice) asked the Atterney General: In
reference to the announcement which ap-
peared in the IPress on the 16th December,
does the Attorney General think that he
is justified in striking all names off the
Legislative Council roll of eieetors who
have not signed elaim cards since 19077
If so, what is his object in thus dis-
franchising bona fide electors?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
The objeet of striking out all names is
to prepare for the Legislative Council
elections and to get new rolis completed.
All the old rolls will he wiped out, but
every one upon those rolls will receive
notices and ecards.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
counfry?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It doss
not matter where they are so long as
their addresses can be obtained. We shall
utilise existing rolls, and every poat
office and publie building will be availed
of for publishing proclamations Lo notify
the people. Every possible means of
letting the people know that (hey have
to take steps themselves to gel on the
roll will be employed.

Mr. Frank Wilsen: Why depart from
the usual eustom of taking a census?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
cause the census has always heen unsatis-
factory. This step has been taken on the
advice of the Chief Tlectoral Officer, and
the proposal is veally his. It has been
endorsed by me and approved by Cabinel,
and he is of opinion that we shall get o
fuller, safer, and more complete roll than
if it were dealt with by the census system.

Away in the bak

QUESTION-—-WATER SUPPLY,
PERTH.

Mr. LANDER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the water from the new
bovre at Leederville been analysed? 2,
What is the report of the analysis? 3, Is
it the intention of the Minister to pro-
vide a larger reservoir for the water sup-
ply around Pecth?

The MINISTER POR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Aualysis as follows:- -
{Figures represent parts per 100,000.}
Aimmonia, free, .036; ammonia, albumi-
noid, .006; organic matter (oxygen abh-
sorbed m four hours), .15; nitrozen asz
nilvates, .00065; chlorine, 32.4; chlorine
sodium chloride, 53.46; sodium earbox-
ate, 6.31; hardness (degrees) temporary,
3.5; hardness (degrees) permanent, nii;
the figures are similar to analyzes of other
water obtained in that loeality. 3, Yes;
plans are well in hand for a ten-million
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gallon service reservoir at King's Parg,
and the work will be proceeded with early
in the coming year,

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRU-
TION, NEW LINES.

Mr. MONGER asked the Minister for
Works: \Whether the Minister will give
priority of constrnetion to railways al-
ready authorised?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Cireumstanees may avise which
wouid render this impossible in every

case. The next lines to be undertaken will
be Quatrading-Nunagin and Wickepin-
Merredin.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debale resumed from the 15th Decem-
ber,

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam): I would
like io say that I approve in the main of
the Bill which has been bronght dowu,
and I am quite willing to admit that the
{emporary officials should be controlled
Ly the Public Service Commissioner. We
are bound te have a geod number of ten-
porary officials because, 1 understand, an
insufficient number present themselves for
examination: bu!, at any rafe, we cannat
dispense with experienced oflicers, I
should like to see as many of ihese officers
as possible made permanent, and 1 thirx
it is a step in the right direction to place
them under Mr, Jull. 1t is trne that there
is n Public Serviee List and that they
mugt zet on the list, but the present sys-
lem does not provide for elose inquicy
into the auteecedentis of the applicants. Tt
15 neeessary to have the closest inquiry
into the characler and ecapacity of ea:
official, and this ean be done only by the
Pubiie Service Commiscioner; hut when it
eomes (o the control of the officers, that
~nst remain with the under secretary.
Then, ton, I approve of the proposal that
tlte Public Service Appeal Board shall he
+ residerd over by a judge of the Arbitra-
tion Court, which, of eourse, means a
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judge of the Supreme Court. This will,
I believe, give satisfaclion. At the present
iime it-is more or less like appealing from
Caesar fo Caesar, and there are
disadvantages under the present system.
When an officer 18 charged with an
offence, he does not regard the
Publie Service Commissioner notwith-
standing that he is on opaih, s
quite the equal of a Supreme
Court  judge, or even a magistrate,
He does not realise that it is necessary
fo tell the truth absolutely before the
Commissioner, but most people would
hesitate to commit perjury before a Sup-
reme Court judge. It is essential that the
troth be stated by all who give evidence
before this board, But I think an appeal
should go beyond an appeal against classi-
fieatien. I think an appeal should be al-
lowed in all cases of any importance; be-
canse money is not always the first con-
sideration. An officer may consider he
has suffered an injustice, and why should
not one who has been dismissed for a
serious offence have the right to appeal?
It seems to me it should be allowed, be-
eause it does not only mean that a man’s
offiee is taken from him, it also means an
indelible stain may be left on his charac-
ter. Members de not wish this, and in order
that we may place the maiter in order, I
propose to move an amendment. The pro-
posed appeal board is In every way super-
ior te the board we have had in the past,
and T think that officers who imagine they
are suffering under an injustice should be
permitted to go to this new tribunal if
only to have their record amended should
the judge at the re-hearing so decide. Of
cowrse we cannot have an officer already
dismissed reinstated, but it is my iaten-
tion to submit an amendment so that the
Bill may be made retrospective to the ex-
tent that, where in the opinion of a Minis-
ter an officer’s character has heen aflected
by any finding of the Commissioner, the
officer may go to the appeal board for
a re-hearing of his ease. From my experi-
ence as Minister T realise there are some
cages that might well be brought up for
further consideration. I am bound tlo
confess that, while I feel we will be only
doing jusiice to give a dismissed official
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the opportunity to go before this new
board, a man already out of the service,
I am not altogether acting vnselfishly, be-
cause as Minister for Lands I had to do
some unpleasant things and had to ap-
prove of the dismissal of officers. I con-
sider a man’s honour is dearer to him than
money. While 2 man may not get his
position back be may be able fo elear his
chavaeter. I have had to dismiss some
men and I have had to gel others to re-
sicn from the department while I was
Minister, and I should like to think now
they will bave the right to go to the ap-
peal board. I had to approve of the dis-
missal of gne man found guilty of wrong
doing while ocenpying o responsible posi-
tion. The offence was aggravated, it is
true, by o want of frankness and truth at
the inquiry, and also by his demeanour
townrds other officials; and his conduct
before Mr. Jull when the inquiry was held
had some effect, it may be; yet at a re-
hearing it is possible this impression may
be removed.

Ton. W. C. Angwin (Honovary Minis-
ter): He was a very good officer.

Mr. MITCHELL: At any rate the de-
cision left me ne alternative, and since
then, I understand, this officer has lost
no opportunity of abusing me, of course
untruthfully. T am hound to confess by
a change of circumstances he has had an
opportunity of misrepresenting me on all
that has happened without ineurving any
risk himeelf. Apart from this, for the
sake of his family and rvelatives, it would
be a good (hiny fo give him a chance of
removing the record now standing azainst
hiz character. T am sure I will be as-
sisted in this by members of the House.
T make no secret of the fact that the offi-
cer to whom I vefer is the present member
for Williame-Narrogin. He, in common
with others. should be given the oppor-
tunity to go before this judge and fthe
members of the board sitting with him
and to remove the record which exisis.
My amendment is a reasonable one. In
any event I hope the Premier will amend
the clanse to provide that officers who
cousider themselves harshly treated, at any
rote dismissed for any serions offence,
may go before the appeal board.
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The Premier: We are not altering the
appeal board.

Mr. MITCHELL:
them tried by a judge.

The Premier: Only in cases of appeal
against eclassification.

Mr. MITCHELL: I want to make it
an appeal against the findings of the Pub-
Me Serviee Commissioner, not for trivial
offences but for servious offences,

The Premier: How are you going to
define “serious offences”?

Mr. MITCHELL: If the Premier will
consult the Parliamentary Draftsman——

The Premier: That is your study. Yon
want to make the amendment.

Mr. MITCHELL: It is my dnty as a
member of the House to assist the Prem-
ier, but not my duty fo draft the Premier’s
Bill. I want the Premier to improve it.
It is my duty to point out where he can
amend it, and it is his duty to listen to
what I have said, and, if he thinks T am
right, make the alleration. We are pow-
erless on the Opposition side to have the
Bill improved, but it is clearly our duty
to point out where it can be improved.

Mr. Taylor: I used to say that when 1
was in Qpposition. ‘

AMr, Frank Wilson: What do you think
now?

My, MITCHELL: Tt would be of more
nse to the Premier if the member for
Mount Marearet would say what he thinks
now. However, the Bill 1s a zood one,
and T believe will result in giving safis-
faction fo ithe service. The appeals in
the pasl l'ave not heen satisfactory and the
Publie Rerviee Commissioner will be glad
to be relieved of the responsibility. 1
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

You are having

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.
Clanse 4—Amendment of Seetion 27:

The PREMIER wmoved an amend-
ment—-

That after “words,” in line 1 of Sub-
clause (b), the words “during ile

month of May imn each year aend” be
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ingerted, and the words “before any in-
crease of salary is paid to suck officer”
added at the end of the subclause.

The Aet provided that a report with re-
gord to an increase in salary should be
made in May only, The amendment pro-
vided that a report could be made at
any time during the year before an in-
crease in salary could be granted in ae-
cordance with the desire of ithe permanent
head.

Amendment passed, the
amended agreed to.

Clause S—agreed to.

Clause 6—Amendment of Section 51:

On motion by the Premier clause
amended by striking out in line 5 the
word “any” and inserting “the”; also in
line 6, striking out the word “relating”
and inserting “of.”

Mr, MITCHELL: Would the Premier
vive consideration (o the advisableness,
not necessarily at the present lime, of in-
serting a clause lo provide that where, in
the opinion of the Alinister, an officer’s
character had been affected by any find-
ine of the Commissioner, or the appeal
board, a rehearing might be granted to the
officer?

The PREMIER: The Bill had only
been brought in to get over the diflicul-
ties in connestion with {he reelassification
now proceeding. He had already assured
the House on the seeond reading that when
the whole guestion was heing taken info
consideration provision would be made for
appeals in all eases. ]

Mr. MITCHELL: His only desire was
fo wet an assurauce from the Premier ihat
the suggestion he had made would be con-
sidered in a few months’ 1ime when the
prineipal Aet was being further amended.

The PREMIER: The matter would
receive attention then. He had already
explained that it had been considered when
the present Bill was being drafted, but
it was decided owing lo the limited time at
the disposal of the Government to confine
themselves to the amendments to the re-
classification maiter only, and to allow
everything else to stand over until the next
Ses8101°.

clause as
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Mr. MITCHELL: The object he had
in view was to provide for appeals in ser-
ipus eharges, and that the Act may be
made retrospective. Did the Premier ap-
prove of that principle? No one should
object to it. However, as he had been
given the Premier’s assurance that the
malier would receive attention next ses-
sion he would allow it to drop at that
staye,

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clanse 7—Amendment of Seetion 52:

The PREMIER moved an amend-
ment—

" That at the end of paragraph (u) the
following words be inserted:—“0Or
change an officer from one division to
another.”’

1t was provided in eonnection with an ap-

peai against a classification, thai the office

may be either maintained, increased, or
reduced, and (he object of the amendment
was {o give additional power to the Ap-
peal Board to alter an officer’s position.
Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.
New Clause:

Mre. E. B. JOHNSTON moved—

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 8:—FEvery civil servant shall
have full political rights provided he
does not divulge information acquired
by him in his official position.

It would require very few words to com-
mend the amendment to the Committee,
particularly that section on the Ministerial
side. It would be remembered (hat the
Labour parvty went to the eouniry with
that proposal in the forefromt of their
programme, and the omission of any
veference {o it must have heen an over-
sizht on the part of the Government.
The Premier: Tt was nol an oversight.

AMr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The Premier’s
remark smprised him. It was certainly a
elause which ought to be ineluded in the
measure.

The PREMTER: It would easily have
been possible to have bronght down a Bill
of 50 clauses, If necessary, but as he had
alrcady explained time was very limited
aud the Government had lo he conient to
deal with the classifications only.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Hon. mem-
bers onght to be reminded that the Legis-
laiive Council elections were to lake place
in May next, before the meeting of Par-
liament, and hefore the Government would
have a chance of submitting further
amendments. Tt was the duty of mem-
bers to put this alteration into operation
before those elections took place, so that
civil servants might know how they stood.

The PREMIER: The Government had
not overlooked this question, but had de-
cided that owing to the fact thaf the re-
classifieation would probably be published
soon after the holidays, it was desirable
that the Bill should beecome law this
session; and, having rezard to the eireum-
stance that if the measure were over-
loaded with eontenlious matiers it would
siand a chance of beiny thrown out, it had
been resolved to restrict it to its present
form, leaving riany other points of in-
terest to be included in a compreliensove
measure which would be brought down
next session In the circumstances the
member for Narrogin-Williams would be
considering the inlerests ol the service by
withdrawing his amendment and so avoid-
ingz lengthy discussion. It was quite likely
that the point scught by the amendment
conld be achieved throngh the regulations;
he wounld make enquiries and if this proved
to be so, he would readily consider the
framing of a regulation to bring about
ilis reform. The Government policy was
to give full pelitical rights to public ser-
vants. while at the same time protecting
the State against any premature divul-
gence of confidential information.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1In view of
the Premier’s promise to fix up the mat-
ter under the regulations he would with-
draw the amendment.

New clause by leave wihdrawn.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reporied with amendments; and
the report adopted.

BILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER SUP-
PLY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Heading.

Debate resumed from the 15th Decem-
ber.
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Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay): I
would like some information from the
Mintster as to the price to be charged for
water. In respect to the Goomalling ex-
tension, 1 undersiand the price has been
fixed al 8s. a thousand gallons. I would
like lo know whether that is fixed on the
capneity, or on the eslimated eonsump-
tion at the end of the extension; that is to
say, af Goomalling itzself. 1f that is so
I am afraid the raie of. say, £25 per
1,000 acres, which this scheme may lhave
in eontemiplation, will be dear water, That
1 understand, is the prosposed price. T
would be glad if the Minister would in-
form us as lo whether this is corveet, It
seems to me that it will he prolibitive,
and I would like some information as to
whether, if the consnmption inereases. the
price of the waler will be reduced. At
8s. per L000 gallons it can hardly he
‘levoted to any ofher use than that ot
watering stock. The Minister might give
us the required information when in Com-
mittee.

The Minister for Works: Yes I will
give you that information in Committee.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco): The
Government are to be commended for the
very practical way in which they have met
a difficulty with whieh a large body of our
selectors have been faced owing to the
dry season experienced. The Government
have done very good work indeed in
hringing down this measure so early in
their jerm of office. The extension of the
Goldtields Waler Supply main through the
agricultural aveas rendered it essential that
the old guarantee system should be
abolished., It would be absurd to attempt
{o continue that system through any great
extension of the reticulation. However,
it is a quesiion whether the substitution
of a uniform aeveage rale upon all land
within a mile and a half of a railway line,
is preferable to a rate upon ihe unim-
provei value. T did not hear the Minister
make any reference to ihe system of rat-
ing on the unimproved values when in-
troducing the Bill, but I know that when
speaking {0 a deputation of farmers some-
time age he told them there were objee-
tions to the system. I have given the mat-
ter some little ihought, but have been un-
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able to find any potent reason why this
rate could not be levied on the unimproved
value, The Minister contends that the
wafer 18 a commodity and has the same
value, whether to the man close te a rail-
way line. and whose land is generally
more valuable fhan the Iand farther
away, or io the man at a distance from
the lQine. That is correct in one sense
but incorveet in another. As a rule a man
on poor land and who 1s farthest out is
called upon to use a greater quantity of
water; but T eontend thai the people who
have heen fortunate encugh io secure land
elose to a railway line are saved from ex-
pensive carting, and, seemg {hat [hat is
so, there is no reason why some relief
should not be given to the man out back,
by allowing him the necessary water at a
lower rate. Then we have the anomaly
that a great deal of sand plain was ori-
ginally taken up al 5¢.. and much of it at
3s. 6d., while some land ranges as high
as 27s. Gd. per acre. Cleavly then it is
anomalous that the man owning poor sand
plain should be called upon to pay the
game priee for his water as the man with
expensive and highly ferlile land, es-
pecially in view of the fact that mueh of
this good land lies close to the railways,
and so the owners eseape the expense of
lengthy earting, which the man further
out has to provide for, Therefore I see
no reason why the rate cannot be fixed
upon the unimproved value instead of up-
on a flat rale system. I was particularly
struck with the cireumstance that the
Minister made no refernce to this when
introducing the Bill. Apart from the
annmaly pointed to I have pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill, because T reeognise that
the Government are endeavouring to as-
sist those people who but for sneh assist-
ance, would be forced to leave their hold-
ings.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): The
position referred to by the member for

Subiaco is deserving of some considera--

tion. When it cowes to a question of
rafing at so much per aere, as provided
in the Bill, it is necessary lhal considera-
tion should be given to the diversified
values ol the land. T think it would not
be impossible to levy an rate on the unim-
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proved value of the land, and T hope the
Minister will consider this point.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply): I do not propose to speak at any
length to the eriticisms of the Bill, becauze
they have been mostly all eonfined lo one
phase of the question. In introducing the
Bill T endeavoured io make it clear thar,
afier all, the price eharged for the water
was nof of very great importance, pro-
vided that for fhe rate he paid the farmer
conld get sufficient waler for his reguire-
ments. The BRill is essentially a techniunl
ong, and therefore I tried fo make it very
clear in order thal hon. members would
he able {o follow it. I will try again to
make it eclear. If you give cheap waler,
then the farmer cannol use the water in
consideration of the rate he has to pay,
and consenquently (he cheapness of tiwe
waler 15 of no benefit to the farmer if Le
eannot use that waler.

Mr. Mitehell: He has the righl to use it.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Just let me explain. I conld see from the
files that the member for Northam di:l
not understand ihe question at all. T have
veasl his crilicism and his representations
io the depariment, and it was a clewr
indieation to me lbat the hon. gentleman
liad never studied water supplies ai all.

ALr. Miivhell: What do you know aboui
i?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am

"just stating thal the hon. member's inler-

jection makes it clear that he has not
studied this phase of the question. To-day
we have a guaranlee system which goes
beyond the limit of this proposed raling.

M. Mitchell: It does not cost as murh
as yours,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ta
some it will cost 100 per cent. less than
they are paying now, because they will

not pay at all. Under the guarantee sys-

tem we go out four or five miles and ex-
pect men to pay who have to cart their
waler in tanks, and this rating system
will be a reduction to such men as thai.
To the men within 1% miles it will be an
inerease in some enses, and a decrease in
others. Under that guarantee system the
farmer iz supposed to get his water at
2s. Gd. per 1,000 gallons, and he guarau-
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tees for such an amount that he cannot
use anything like the water he is entitled
to in conzideration of the payment he
makes; thus, instead of the water being
2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons if, in some in-
siances, goes up (o 10s. per thousand. In
order to arrive at what was a fair amount
lo allow, I went through all these guaran-
lees and struck an average, and I found
that the average consumplion was 46,000
gallons. Then I said to myself, “If T
give roughly 10,000 gallons more than the
average consumption that will surely
meet all requirements.”  Now, what is
the advantage of doing that—and this is
the whole point of the Bill? If we give
the agriewlturist water at, say, 2s, per
1,000 gallons, we must assume that he is
going (0 use the water; if we assume he
is going Lo use the water, we must give
him a main that will convey that quantity,
and if we provide a main of that capacily
the capital expenditure hecomes so great
as to make the whole proposition impos-
sible. Realising that, we propose to give
a man just what he requires, and build
a main of just that capaecity, and in this
way we keep the cost down so low that
it becomes a practicable proposilion. I
say that 8s. per 1,000 gallons is not 2
maiter of importance fo the agricultur-
ist. If we were to give him 54,000 gal-
lons at 12s. T would not hesitate, because
if that is all he uses that is all he wants,
and what is the use of giving it to him
any cheaper? Wow, as to the rating on
wnimproved values, nalurally as a strong
advocate of this system of taxation, 1
immerdiately inslrucled that the Bill showl |
be hased on rating on the unimprovel
value, but I had net gone far before 1
realised that il was an impractieable pro-
posilion. We had a commodity to sell,
and hon. members will agree with me that
the man on sandplain eouniry is the man
who earries®stock, and he is the one who
wants water., The man on poor land, gen-
erally speaking, uses more water
consequenily, it is unfair to iax on ihe
unimproved value when the poor land
nses as much, if not more, than the zood
land. For that reason we must rate un
the acreage,

ani,
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Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The man on the sand-
plain does not get anything like the -
turn that the other man gets.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1t is
not a question of the return he gets, but
of charging for the water. To follow out
the hon. member’s argument, we might
say that because a man does not get as
great a reinrn from sandplain as a maa
on better land he should get a reduction
in freights on the railways; and so, to Le
logical, we might follow that argument
right along. When we are dealing with
a proposition for the sale of a commodiiy
we have (o eslimate the value of it and
then sell it (0 everybody exactly the same,
A gallon of water is the same to one man
as to another man, and it is not a question
of whether he is giving it to stock raised
on sandplain or to stock on salmon gum
or morrel counfry. In order to get a
practical demonstration as to the effe:t
of rating on the unimproved value, I told
the officers to take out these 13 mains and
to put up a proposition for rating on the
unimproved value. As soon as I got it
in front of me I saw how unfair sueh a
system would be, On some of Lhe mains
the unimproved value on which thoy
would be paying would be considerably
more than on others, although the
amount of water would he identically the
same in both cases. 1 therefore had io
abandon i[hat as an Impracticable pro-
position and had to realise that rating on
the unimproved value would nof apply
fo a scheme of this chavacler.  Conzc-
guently the water was fixed al the same
price, so much per acre. Then the hon.
zentleman raised the poini rhai, basing it
on the unimproved value, the land would
have nn increased value near the maix,
but T overcome that by charging ihe same
price for waier near the main as at the
other end of ihe pipe: in that way, the
man elose bhandy was penalised fo that
extent, and T think justifiably =0, because
the 8s. extends for the full lengih of the
main, and I do not propose to fix a differ-
ent rate for the different distriets. 1
claim that the Bill is a pracfieal sugzes-
fion. T can assure the House thai it has
been submitted by myself and by officers
of the dey-ariment to agrienliurists, and
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they are satisfied thai we have in the Bill
a practical method of overcoming the
difficulty that is facing them, and they
will readily shoulder the burden, Let ma
again tell hon. members that I do not
want to force this waler on to the
farmers; I have simply taken out these
13 mains and the people say that they
are prepared to pay. Ouiside of those
13, until T get a requisition from a given
area there will he no further extension
made; consequenlly, T am not asking the
House for permission lo forece on this
seheme; I am supplving those whe are
willing to take the water, and if othw
districts want extensions they will have
to requisition for (hem,

Myr. Mitchell: So will these people you
have served.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
liave requisitioned already.

Question put and passed.

Bill vead a second time,

In Committee, etcetera.

AMr. Hobwan in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Rill

(lause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2--Interpretation:

Mr. MITCHELL: It was praetically
impossible to rale sand plain and pas-
toral country the same as first class land,
and the Minisler was making a mistake
in fixing a fax for that purpose. Sand
plain had less earrying capacity than good
land, and although the problem was a
diffienlt one the Minister should endeavour
to diseriminale in some way, hecause peo-
ple who had poor Jand ¢ould not afford to
pay the same price as people who had ex-
tensive farms in operation. "The Minister
would be wise to extend the guarantee sys-
lem.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The guarantee sys-
tem is an absolute absurdity.

Mr, MITCHELL: The Government
had something to sell, and they should sell
it in Lhe way the people liked best.

Mr. B, J. Stubbs: There is not one
disi{ riet whiel has not pronounced against
the puarantee system.

Mr. MITCHELI:: The hon. member
was wrong. 1f the scheme was to be a
snceess the Minister would have to dis-
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criminate between different classes of laud.
He asked the Minister to give the matter
eaveful consideration, and if the scheme
was 1ot working satisfactorily, bring down
an amending measure next session., If the
Minisier would look mto the matter in
the meaniime and on the spot he would
find sandplain country could nol pay ihe
rate,

The MINTSTER TOR WORKS: The
hon. member could be assured thal the
difficalty of the Bill was thoroughly recog-
nised, as also was the magnitude of the
iask of overcomiug that difficulty, His
ideas he could not claim {0 he perfeetion;
and dnring the recess it was his intention
to see how the scheme operated. Some
farmers wete now on guarantee to take
the water under the rating proposition,

.but if he found it would be an wnwork-

able proposition he would not hesitate to
bring down something better.

Clanse put and passed,

Clause 3—Power (o rale country land,
First Schedule:

Mr. MITCHELL: The farmers were
io be called on to pay wmore than was paid
by the mines, At Kalroorlie, 351 miles
from the reservoir, water was supplied for
sluicing purposes at 1s. 6d. per 1,000 gal-
lons, but for ordinary mining purposes it
was very much cheaper than was proposed
to be charged to the farmers. At Southern
Cross it was 4s. 9d. per 1,000 gallens and
at Coolgardie and Kalgeorlie Gs. 6d. on
the average. At Bulong, to which a spe-
cial main was run to serve a few people,
the charge was 33, 6d. per 1,000 gallons.
Again for batteries crushing exclusively
for the publie the charge was 4s. per 1,000
gallons at Kalzoorlie, Coolgardie, and
Boulder. He had gone into the matter
fairly thoroughly with the officers of the
depariment, but they always assurved him
the price of water could not be brought
down. .

The Minister for Works: You do not
realise the lLandicop you arve putting on
the agriculturisis by giving them cheap
waler.

Mr. MITCHELL: TFancy going to the
farmer und saying, “It will be bad for
vou io have cheap waier”
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The Minisier for Works:
use if.

Mr., MITCHELL: The farmer could
have the vighf to use it. The tax was to
be a permanent fax, Under the agree-
ment sysiem the agreements were for ten

He cannot

years, at the end of which period it was.

understood the water would be cheaper
if the pipes were still in existence. A per-
manent tax had the disadvantage that it
made the land of less value when the
owner came to pledge it or sell it. Under
the agreereni system tiere were payments
for ten years and that was the end of it;
there was no permanent charge against the
land. Oun ihe other liand, under this Bill,
so long as the Minister could supply water
the tax on the land would last. Why
should it cosi 8=, per 1,000 gallons, 1s. a
mile per 1,000 gailons, to vun water eight
miles from the main, when the depari-
ment eculd run it 359 miles to Kalgoorlie
for 4z, per 1,000 gallons and in other
cases for ls. Gd. per 1,000 gallons, ov
even up to Ts. per 1,000 gallons? Of
course it would be said the department
conld run water ont to scattered farmers
al a lower price, but the figures of the de-
partment last year were very salisfactory.
Although £79,000 was set aside as sinking
fund, the scheme was only £25,000 to the
bad. On a present capital of £2,300,000,
the sinking fund of £79.000 sef aside was
over 3 per cent. It was too heavy. The
pipes might be deteriorating, but the re-
servoir was always there.

Mr. Green: And they ave replacing the
pipes as they corrode.

My, MITCHELL: That was true. The
pipes were being replaced from revenue,
so that the department werve vreally
£79,000 to the good and really made
£54,000 on the operations of last year
less deterioration. Wounid it not be wise
to take a little risk and reduce the cost
of the water to ihe price at which it was
sold to the mining companies under the
most favourable conditions? TWhen Min-
ister he must eonfess he had never been
able to get it done, because the officers of
the department always said it could not
be doue; but he believed the officers over-
estimated ihe case. They required 10 per
cenl. for administration, 4 per cent. for
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interest, 3 per cent. for sinking fund, and
3 per cent. for maintenance. It was alto-
gether too much. The maintenance eonld
be reduced two-thirds and the sinking
fund by one-half, and thus the farmers
could get the water at a lesser rate.

The Minister for Works: What about
the goldfields?

Mr, MITCHELL: The price conld not
be very muel cheaper than that already
charged on the goldfields. The Minister
might eharge for the water as at the main
and charge only the cost of eonnection.
Under the guarantee system the farmner
paid sinking fund to wark off the cost of
the connection in ien years, but under the
Bill ihe Minister wished to work off the
cost in tlhe same term, and still keep the
charge as a permanent [ax. By reducing
the maintenance charge and the sinking
fund charge, water onght to be supplied
at 5s. per 1,000 gallons. The farmers
would like to get the water and put it to
some use. The charge of Ss. was imprae-
ticable; the farmers would have to pay
for the connections, and a man a mile
away, allowing the pipe a ten years’ life,
would thus pay £14, whieh with the rate
would mean g total payment of £35 per
1,000 acres. The favimers might be willing
enongh to pay it to-day, but when the
scheme was in operation they would be
obliged to come to the Minister and ask
for a reduction. Seeing the price at which
water was sold at Kalgoorlie, it would be
well fo make some reduction to the farm-
ers,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
would not assist the farmer to reduce e
price of water. What should be done was
to rveduce the rvales. Althongh the rate
specified in the clanse was 5A. that was
the maximum. These schemes wonld be
put down in the most easterly and driest
porlions, and the ecost there would be
4d. per acre, but in others it would not
cost that. Members were asked to [ix
the rate al 5d. maximom, leaving to e
administration the striking of the rate for
every partieular connection, exereising
the right lo strike the vate on eaech par-
ficular capital expenditure. At Kalgoor-
lie there was no rate paid, the mines paid
per 1,000 gallens used. The farmer would
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be called upon to pay, roughly, £21 a year
for 1,000 acves, but could have all the
wafer he could possibly nse in considera-
tion of that £21. The price of 8s. per
1,000 gallons had ne bearing on the situa-
tion. In connection with the numerous
conneciions running out at the present
time the farmers were not using the
amount of water they were entitled to;
and after having that practieal experi-
ence, why should we penalise the farmer
who used 46.000 gallons only by supply-
ing him with water at 1s per 1,000 gal-
lans, which be could not use? Under the
Bill we said to the farmer we would give
him  more than praeiical experience
showed he required and, instead of giving
Lim 46,000 gallons, we would give him
56,000 gallons in consideration of the rate
il was necessary lo strike on the eapital
expenditure. If we made water cheaper
we would assnme that il was going to he
used, bul il wounld not be cheap if it was
nolt going to he used. When he assisted
ihe farmer he would do so in connection
with lhe rate, because that assistance
would then go into the farmer's pockeat,
The size of the main was the governinz
factor. The capital eost of a small main
did not make the proposition an impos-
sible one, but, if we put in a large main
the capital expenditure would be foo
great. In South Australia a Royal Com-
mission sat on a similar question, and he
wired for a copy of the report and found
right throngh that argument was ad-
vanced. Tt was pointed out by the farmers
that 1he proposition of 4d. was not suit-
able, and they argued for a reduction ¢f
that rate. The department replied that
they were giving cheap waler, bul the
farmers contended that il was not cheap
because they could not use it. They em-
phasised the point that the mains nesd
not have heen so large, and consequen(ly
the capital expenditure not so great, and
the rates might then have heen rednced.
That was jusl whal he was frying to ave:d
in Lhis Stafe.

Mr. MITCHELL: The farmers ob-
jected 1o the Minister caneelling the agree-
ment, and subsiiinting wilhout a pelition
the rating scheme. 'The Minister ought
to abide Dy the agreement which had been
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entered into. If the Government did not
cbserve agreements, who wonld? A great
many people bad spent money in supply-
ing themselves with water, and they now
found no relief under this measure. The
Minisier sold water at per thousand gal-
lons to ihe goldfields; why not serve

- farmers wilhout asking them lo submit {o

a tax? If we could do all we were doing
at Kalgoorlie, which was 350 miles from
Muondaring, we surely could do something
beiter for the farmer, who was eight
miles away from the main.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: The
farmer would not be relieved by reducing
the price of waler per thousand. If he
was going to assist the farmer he wonld
do so in a practical way by reducing the
rate. The price of water at Kalgoorlie
had no bearing on Lhe price of waler un-
der the proposal which was being eon-
sidered. With regard to the agreemen’s
lie was preparved to leave it to lhe guar-
antors under (he exiension to decidle
whetlter they would have the guarantee
or the rating system, and he desired *o
emphosise the point that there would be
no guarantee which would expire at the
end of 10 vears. The guarantees were
for 10 years, but it did not foilow that
the farmers would not pay for water
after the end of 10 years. The extension
of the guarantee system went through a
number of properties of people whe
wonld not join in the guarantees, with th-
result that Lhose people eould not draw
on the mains, or, rather, galvanised iron
tubes, and to-day these people were ask-
ing to be allowed to draw water from
those tubes, and ihe reply given to them
was that we had no right to sapply then
with water when olhers had entered into
guaranfces. Fle promised the member
for Northam (hal he would not eancel the
guarantees unless requesled by 2 majo-
rity of these operating under the guar-
antee gystem.

Mr. MITCHELL: These jcople wha
led spenl eonsiderable sums in providing
wells and dams should be considered he-
canse il was a fairly burdensome iax.
'The Minister eslimated that lhe outside
reyuiremenls of farmers would he 56,000
gallons.  If the farmer already had thul
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56,000 gallons would the Minister foree
him to buy another 56,000 gallons? The
Minister ought to consider the question of
diseriminating in favour of the men wheo
had already made provision for a water
supply. Through the Agrieultural Bark
the Government had lent these men monay
to pui down wells and dams; so we had
the Government encouraging the conserva-
tion of waler on the one hand, and on the
other laxing a man for an additional
supply of water, nolwithstanding that lie
had already met his own requirements.

Mr, A. N. PIESSE: The Minister had
dealt with these proposals in a clear man-
ner, and it was pleasing to have his assur-
ance that if the scheme proved to be
burdensome to farmers it would be re-
considered. In his (Mr, Piesse’s) distriet
a guaranieed extension passed through
saveral holdings of considerable size, sll
of which were well watered. If it was
intended to do away with the guarantes
system and impose the tax, the owners cf
these holdings would be called upon to
pay a considerable amount, notwithstand-
Ing that they had no nse whatever for the
water. Where people had agreed to the
rate the scheme might veasonably be
iried, especially in dry districts, but ‘n
well walered disiviels some econsideralion
was due to the property holders, who
were already paying land tax and roads
board rate. However, it was comforting
to have the assurance of the Minisier that
the guarantee secheme wounld not be alterad
excepl ul the wish of the majority.

My, MITCHELL: What was tle pur-
nofe of the provision that the preseribed
seale could he exceeded if so desired by
two-thirds of the people of a district?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
objeet of the provision was [o meet
special cases. For instance, a requisition
had been received to-day for an extension
of the pipe line from Kellerberrin to
EKwollyn. Under a 5d. rate this could
not be done, vet the people of the district
were crying oui for the water and were
willing to pay a special rate for it. Hence
the provision for the exceeding of the
seale in certain cases.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: 1In such a case
would the vote of ihe ratepayers in a
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town be taken with the vote of the farm-
ers on the long route?

The Minister for Works: No, it would
be decided by the farmers on the long
route.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 4 to 3—agreed to.

First Schedule:

Mr. MITCHELL: Was it necessary to
have this fixed tax of £5 for the domestic
supply? Why not take power to rate
sufficiently high to eover the whole lot%

The Minister for Works: The rate
would be too high.

Mr. MITCHELL: The farmer was nof
so simple as not to see through that. The
Minister feared to make the tax more
than 5d., whereas ihis £5 would represent
a 6d. tax on a large block and as high as
104, on a small one. Moreover, the peo-
ple should be told at what rate they
really were being faxed. The schedule
should be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
do that would be to render the Bill of no
value, for the rate would have to be in-
creased all round. There were in the
agricultural distriets some people holding
blocks of 160 acres. On such a block the
family resided while the husband was
working for other agrieulurists.  The
owner of such a hloek wonld pay £5 for
his domestic supply and £2 13s, a year
by way of rating. The man on a thou-
sand acres would nob require any greater
domestic sapply than the man on 160
acres: consequently if the rate were fo
be fixed al such a price as fo hring in
the necessary revenue it would place a
burden on the man of 1,000 acres and un-
fairly relieve the man on 160 acres, who,
for his domestic supply, wounld be using
practicallv the same quantify of wafer,
and possibly even more. The only way
of overcoming this diffienlty was to fix
a domestic charge for everybody. and
then to make an aereage charoe in ae-
cordance with the area. This systemn was
in operalion in Vietorin and New Sonth
TWales. where it had been found to be the
only practieal way of adjusting ihe dif-
ference between the arcas. while allowing
the domestic supplies to be practically the
same.
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Mr. MITCHELL: Under this scheme
the small man would have Lo pay for the
big wan. It meant paying Ss. per 1,000
gallons for water and 8s. for any excess
over 54,000,

The DMinister for Works:
talk of excess at all.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Minister onght
to know exactly what he was going to
charge for exeess. He (Mr. Mitchell)
would assume it to be 8s. since the Min-
ister apparently did not know. If the
nan on 160 acres paid 8s. a thonsand
gallons for the water he used he wonld
have done all he ought to do; however,
he would be called upon to pay £3 and
£2 13s. which was equivalent to nearly
20,000 gallons. If the man on 1,000
acres used only 54,000 gallons the man
on 160 acres would not use 20,000 gallons.
He moved an amendment—

That the following words be struck
out of the Schedule :—*4 fixzed sum not
erceeding flue pounds and in addition
thereto.”

Mr. McDOWALL: The member for
Northam should remember that the peo-
ple on the goldfields were paying for an
immense scheme, for a reservoir which had
cost n quarter of a million, the 13in, main,
and the cost of administration at head
office, and the farmers were to get water
without any of these charges being debi-
ted against them. As to the insinuation
that the goldfields were getting water at
1s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons, the anumal re-
port of the administration showed that
the eharge for water for ordinary mining
purposes was Ts. per 1.00 gallons;
scheme water when supplemented by
water for the leases, 10s. per 1.000 gal-
lons: supplemented by waler purehased
from other sonrees. 15s.; and for low-
grade propositions, on which the profit
was not more than five per cent., 3s. 6d.
per 1.000 eallons. For domestic supplies
they were charced 7s. 3d. per 1,000 gal-
lons. and the rale was 1s. 4. in the ponnd
on the nef annuaal valne of the property.
The member for Northam and other re-
nresentatives of farming eonstitnencies
chonld be grateful for getfing the water
at the proposed rate, and being allowed

There is no
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{o escape ihe charges on aceount of capi-
tal cost and administration. It ill be-
came them to eavil at the charges pro-
posed in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
accept the amendment would defeat the
Bill, which would be of no value without
this provision. The Commitiee should
understand, however, that the sum of £5
was the maximum; the fixed charge for
domestic supplies was not to exceed £5,
in the same way as the raie was not to
exceed 5Hd. per aere. Each extension
wonld be dealt with separately.

Mr., MITCHELL: The Minister had
stated on the second reading that he was
going to charge £5 for each home, no
matter whether it wans large or small.
This domestic charge was objectionable,
and if the 5d. rate was not enough the
Minister had provision in Clanse 3 to get
him out of the difficulty. In regard to
the charges on the goldfields, it should be
remembered by representatives of those
constituencies that the peneral taxpayer
had to foot the hill for a fairly large
deficit vear in and vear out. This was
not altogether a eoldfields seheme; rather
was it a national work. Tf the Minister
would fix a reasonable amount to cover a
small holding, say, not more than £2 10s,,
he wonld agree to it.

The Minister for Works: It might be
£2 10s. in some cases.

Mr, MITCHELL: The charge of £5 on
large and small homes alike was penalis-
ing the small farmer,

Mr. MeDOWALI:: Tt was necessary lo
point out to the memher for Northam
that the charge of 1s. Gd. per 1.000 gal-
lons to which he had referred obtained
only in connection with a special arrange-
ment in regard to water for &luicing away
residnes. and people who paid for water
at this rate had to take an immense quan-
tity.

Amendment put and negatived.

First Schedule put and passed.

Second Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill veported without amendment; and
the report adopted.

Rill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.
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BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX.
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Scaddan)
in moving the second reading said: If is
not my intention to deliver anything in
the nature of a lengthy address in inlro-
dueing this Bill to the House, as it will
only be necessary for me to explain to
members that the Bill is for the purpose
of re-enacling the statute which fixes the
rate for the land and ineome tax, and the
present Bill is ideutical with the Act of
last session. The Government gave con-
sideralion Lo the question of altering the
land and income tax as enacted in the
past, and eventually we decided that as
it required a fairly comprehensive amend-
weut of the machinery Act it wonld not
be desirable {o attempt it this session. In
those eireumstances, we are making no
alteration in the present land tax and
income tax, The rates contained in this
Bill will apply in the ease of the land
tax to the land owned by taxpayers
on the 31st December, 1911, and in
the case of the income tax, to the
incomes earned during the cnrrent year
ending on the same date. It will be ob-
served that the rates ab presenl in force
are re-enzeted without any change, and
that the proviso to Section 2 which sus-
pends the operation of Section 56 of the
Assessment Act, as to paying the faxes in
two moiefies, is again inserted, This is
rendered necessary by the fact that the
financial vear, in aid of which the laxes
are imposed. ends in June, and thar more
than six months of such vear have elapsed
when the retwrns are received at the earl-
iest due date. T might explain that the
revenue collecied under the Tand and In-
ecome Tax Aet during the last financial
venr amounted to £87450, made up of
land tax, £37.871, and income tax £49,679,
The estimate for the eurrent vear—as
members will see in the Esiimates—as-
saming that the ewrrent rates will con-
tinue in foree, is land tax £40,000, income
tax £30.000, total £50.000. T do not think
it s necessary for me to say any more,
except to draw hon. members’ attention
to the annual report of the Commissioner
of Taxation. wheve they will see partien-
Jars of vartous matters affecting this Bil),
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and dealing with taxation generally. They
will also notice that the cost of collecting
the taxes controlled by the Commissioner
of Taxation amounted to 6.09 per cent:;
also, that the unimproved value of
the land wholly exempted from land tax
amounts to £1,956,246, and that land of
the unimproved value of £11,659,088 is
subject {o bhalf the tax only, being im-
proved land. These are matters the Gov-
ernment have now under consideration,
and next session we propose lo ask for
an amendiment of the land tax’in order to
remove the exemplions and rebates whieh
exist at present. We believe that the time
lus arrived when, without exception, the
owner of the land, should pay something
of its rental value to the revenne of the
State. We are every day receiving re-
quests from people in various parts of
the State for further facilities in the way
of raitlways or roads or wants of sone
other deseription; and we find that while
these are given the value of the land is
going up year by year, and this is due (o
the expenditure of large sums of money,
both loan and revenue, and not so mueh
fo the energies of the owner himself, In
many cases there are people reaping an
aviantage from the expendifure of sueh
public moneys and doing nothing in any
way towards improving their land or pui-
ting it to proper use. Fowever, T am not
desirons of causing discussion on these
points to-day. I simply mention the fact
thal we are giving consideration to the
matter in order to bring down (he neces-
eary amendmenis next sessioy, not to this
il hul fo the Assessment Act. [In the
circumstances I hope the House will pass
this measnre without any undue discns-
sion recognising that the rate cannot very
well he altered at this stage, in fact
cannot he allered unless we also alter the
Assessment Act. and as this would eall
for comprehensive amendments we have
decided not to do so this session. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
Hime.

Mr. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
think I can assure the Premier that there
is not going {o he any evposition to the
poseame of this little measure. The very
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fact that it is merely a repetfilition of
similar legislation we have had to pass
vear by year in order to raize the requisite
revenue lo carry on with to a small ex-
tent from land and incomes, is sufficient
warranty the Bill will go through without
opposilion. The rates being exaetly the
same as we have imposed ever since we
have passed legislation of this deseription,
makes it elear that there cannot be much
discussion. I am very much interested in
the statement of the Premier that next year
ihe Government propose to brine down a

Bill amending the Assessment Acl, and -

that they propose to carry oul to the
fullest extent their platform and abolish
all the rehates and exemplions, | do not
[ropose to discuss that aspect of the ques-
tion this affernoon beeause it would be
premature and we have not the matter he-
fore us, but still I ean congratulate the
Premier on standing to his guns. T think
he has received a mandate from ihe pecple
to pass eertain legislaiion and this is por-
tion of it, and I am not going lo find
fault wiih it, but at the same time when he
does introduee the legislation I shall op-
pose it with all the vigour and ardour I
possess.

The Minister for Lands: Not after we
have eonvinced you it is right?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I am afraid
the Minister will take a long time to do
that. T do not want io get into an argn-
ment now, I know ilie Government want
to cet rid of the business this week; and
if we start a debate as to the justness of
rehates and exemptions. we would not
get finished this side of Christmas.

Mr. SPEAKER :
be ont of order.

Mr. FRAXK WILSOX: 1 congratu-
late the Cummissioner of Taxation on the
fael thul the cost of eareving on (he de-
paviment and collecting {he infome tax

And likewise it wonld

and land iax is only 6.09 per cent. That
is a very creditable performance. 1 re-

member ihe prophecies which were given
voice 1o in this Chamber when I was pass-
ing this measure, that it was to cost all
the tax we collecied to earry on the de-
nariment. or, as others said. that it would
vost 23 per eeni. or even 50 per cent. No
one would azree that it wonld eome under
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10 per cent., and I believe hon. members
who now oceupy seats an the Government
side of the House who were then members
of Parlinment nearly all voiced the opin-
ion that we could not carry on this de-
pariment at anything less than 10 per
cent,

The Premier: This ineludes dividend
duties and the totalisator {ax.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: How much is
appheable to the land and income tax?

The Premier: The Commissioner does
not say.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: At any raie il
shows that, notwithsianding we are col-
lecting a ecomparatively small sum of
money, it is not costing sueh an enormous
amount as hon. members prophesied. I
shall not detain the House. I simply say
T intend to support this measure in every
clause.

Y. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): T
am also pleased to support this measure,
and T am pleased the Premier has indi-
cated the intention of ihe Government next
session.  One cannot but bhe struek by
reading the report of ihe Commissioner
of Taxation to (ind that the rebates and
exemptions, which are absolulely against
the poliey of the party on this side of the
House, a little more than halve the am-
ount that would be collected wilh no ex-
emptions and no rebates. I thiok, accord-
ing to the statement, the amount of taxa-
tion that would be derived, if there were
no exemplions or rebates, would be
£68.417. whereas the lotal amount col-
lecied iz only £37,333; so we can see,
apart from the justice of incidence of
taxation on unimproved land values, {here
is a ronsiderable loss of revenune to the
Treasury through exemptions and rebates.
i daresay too if the collection of the tuzes
of land were set apart by itself and not
coupled with that of the other taxation col-
lected by the Commissioner the cost would
be a little higher than 6.09 per cent.. and
T think also that if there were no ex-
emptions and vebates {he taxes would be
collecled much more eheaply. becanse T
believe the exemplions and rebales must
inerense 1he cost of collecting. However,
s the Premier has pointed out that he is
eoing to bring down a Bill amending the
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Assessmenl Act next session, it will then
be time to debate that aspeet of the qnes-
tivn; but I hope, no maiter how long we
may debaie it and po matter how much
arzuntent is brought to bear, the prineciple
will be carried as accepied by this side of
ithe House. e know the shortness of the
sesgion and the limited time the Govern-
nment have had 1o go through these various
maasures, and ihat it has not been possible
for them to bring dawn the Bill this ses-
sion; but | am sure those of us on this
side of the Iouse and those who supperted
the view in the country will he elad when
next session opens and the Premier hrings
down that poliey we have heen fighting
for so long.

Hen. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): 1 am
elad to hear (he remarks of the Premier
wilh rezard to requests made for railways
and other facilities for people in ihe conun-
try and the benefits whie¢h land owners
derive from those railways and other pub-
lic works without any diveet vetmn being
made by those land owners to the State.
T rise now with no intention to bring for-
ward any controversial matters, but simply
to emphusise the faet that in the eountry
which les north of Perth between here and
Geraldten, within 40 miles of the Midland
railway and on each side of it, the people
have noi gained any benefit by the tax
which has been placed on their land. More-
over, I wouid point out that {he nnearned
ineranent does not enter into the rquestion
of taxation within this area. heeause 90
pet cetit. of the land held under {reehold
ihere now was pnrchased, not before the
construction of the railway, but after its
eonstruction, so that the value of the land
was placed upon it hyv the construe-
tion of the railwayr., and the land
wns  knocked down to the hizhest
bidder ; and nothing else has sinee
occurred wilhin that extensive area to
in any way raise the price of the land.
So the people in the avea liave not derived
any unearned inerement up to the present
from any works earried on in the State
wilhin that area or outside it, and they
naturally feel agerieved that they should
not have been able to benefit in the same
manter as their hrethren in other parts of
the State. T would like the Goverument
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of the day to fake this matler inte eon-
sideration; I would like the House to offer
Iheir practical sympathy to those setrleiz
in Lhis part of the country, and T wonid
like the Government to devise some sys.
tem whereby the arean might be opened up
by railways and the settlers there benefit to
the same extent as settlers in other parts
of Western Ansiralia, Theve is 0 strong
feeling in that larze arves that the people
whe pay the land tax are not gaining the
benelits they should out of it, When the
land tax was first brovght into the [Youse
it was urged by ihe Govermmen* of the
day, as one jnsiification for hringing it
forward, that people were elamouring for
railways and other publie works in all
directions, and {hat they were unable to
corry them out unless they had <ome fur-
ther means of raising revenue, In conse-
quence of this the land tax was proposed
and bronght forward. The people do not
objeet 1o a land lax if (hey ave likely lo
gain some henefit From if, hut the people
in that laree area 1 have mentioned and
whieh the member for Irwin represeals,
do noi gain any practical rdvaniage from
the imposition of the land fax. It will be
easily seen hy the Goverament and the
members of the House thut no nnearned
increment 15 attached to (le land held by
these people, and T trust that in the future
recuests will come forward from this area
asking the Government to devise some
neans by which the avea can be properly
developed. T trust the Government will
take ihe matter into consideration and if
possible devise some means by which the
excellent land in that area may be im-
proved, not only for the benefit of those
who hald the land. but also for the henefit
of the State. The people there have
no objeetion to paying a tax which wilk

enable iliem at any vrale lo make
their lands more ve 'vodnelive and
wel an  inereased inerement from it

T wish fo point out this hecause it has
always heen held in the past that when
a ratlway is built and land taken up
that these people who take up the land
have gained an advantage by the con-
struelion of that line. The people of this
avea had the railway constructed first, and
the land was sold at a price higher than
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any land sold in Western Australia owing
to the construction of that railway and
its existence at the time. I hope that the
Government and their administration
will have some sympathy with those oe-
capying the land theve, and also at ihe
same time recognise the fact that, by
the development of that huge estate, which
is oceupied by people who are prepared
to assist in fhe development of the coun-
try, they will be benefiting not only those
who are on lhe land but ihe Staie as a
whole. T know during the first debate 2
the Land Tax Bill in this House it was
held that many roads boards in Western
Avustralia were receiving a very much
larger amount, eompared with the rates
they were raising, than should have been
the case, but I would like fo point out that
the roads board with which I am more
immediately conneeted—the DMoora roads
board—received a subsidy from the Gov-
ernment this year, for road making only,
which amounted to 3sz. for every pound
raised. I know il was held, when this Act
was first introduced some years ago, that
there were many roads boards in this
couniry actually receiving a greater sub-
sidy than the amouni they were raising
from rates. I wounld emphasise the fact
that this distriet is not a great burden
upon the finanees of the State, and that
the people Lhere are actively developing
the conntry, and it is hoped that the Gov-
ernment will in the future devise some
means by whieh this portion of Western
Australia will be improved for the benefit
of those who are in it and for the benefit
of the State as a whole. T do not object
to the inecome tax, which is perfectly fair
and equitable. and a land tax, up to a
certain point, is also equitable, T believe
in a land tax, for revenue purposes, but
not in the smne way thai some people
cousider thal land should bear all the
taxatton, Thal quesiion I do not intend
fo speak upon at the present time, be-
cause it would raise matiers of a con-
troversial charneter which might oeeupy
the atteniion of ihe House for some davs
to ecome. T supporl the second veading
of the measure, and, at the same time, T
trust that the disirict I represent will in
the foture gain some benefit by the tax
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which is derived from the land in that
loeality.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE (Katanning): I Qo
not intend to offer any opposition to this
measure, and I may say straight away
that [ am pleased the Government have
infroduced it as it was passed last ses-
sion, I have listened to what the Premier
has sald with regard to what the Govern-
ment propose next session, and I would
like to make one or two observations with
reference fo laxalion generally, more by
way of suzgesiing to the Premier thal he
might take these matters infe considera-
{tion when dealing with the subjeet next
vear. I would point out that the
people in the country distriets do
not objeet to laxation, up to a reason-
able amount, espeecially taking into co¢)-
sideration the fact that we have a great
number of calls npon the Treasury in tha
direction of construction of public works
throughont the country. At the same
time it should be borne in mind that the
loral authorities have at the present time
greally inereased taxation in the country
districis. For instunce, I find that in
1907-S, just ahout the time the first land
taxation proposals were iniroduced, the
roads houards had collected during that
year £40,309, while during the present
year the amount which has been collected
has totalled £60,000, an increase of nearly
£20,000 in that period. I understand that
since the passing of the new Roads Act
last session, owing to the minimum rating
on the animproved value being fixed ot
1d.. the {ofal amount collected is likely
to be inereased by probably 20 or 25 per
eent. I wish the Premier to bear this in
mind, so that the amount that is being
levied in the country districts may ke
taken into consideration by the Govern-
ment when fermulating their new pro-
posals. [ would like to point out to the
Premier, if T may be allowed to do so,
that, while I think it is only fair that
land that is able to bear taxation should
pay its fair proportion, there is a lot uf
our country which is very poor in qualily,
and which, if affected, will bear very
heavily upon those who have taken it up.
I hope this matter will be given attention
by the Government, and also the amount
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levied by the local authorilies. Perhaps
some scheme might be evolved similar te
that in fores, I understand, in New South
Wales, where, in the districts of local
authorities who rate themselves up to a
eertain amount, the taxation proposals of
the Governmenl are inopevative, I have
already said the country distriets do oot
object to pay a fair and reasonable tax,
and I hope the Premier will take these
few poinls into consideration when he is
dealing wiilr the measure he hopes 'o
hring down wext session.

My, 8. STUBBS (Wagin): I do not
intend to take up much of the time of
the House, as tlo Premier has indieated
his desire to finish the session this week,
if possible. But 1 eannot give a silent
vote upon thig Bill, hecanze only a few
weeks azo [ traversed a large and im-
poriant part of this State. and one of
the planks of the platform that I was ad-
vocating was, “No land tax.” I was a
litfle bit surprised to-day to hear the
leader of the Opposilion say that he was
supporting the land tax which the Pre-
mier had introduced, because, ns I have
said, it was one of the planks in our
platform that there shounld be no land tax.
I would like to say to the Premier, and to
the members of his Government and
those supporting them, if they conld only
travel fhrough a portion of the Great
Southern disfriets they would find that a
number of settlers had reeenfly selected
land, probably 60 miles from a railway
station. and it was taking these people
all they knew to live without being
called upon to pay one farthing for a
land tax. T can assure hon. members that
I am not exaggerating when I say that
a number of those farmers will probahly
have fo go to the storekeepers this vear
in order to secure assistance to enable
them to pax their land rents.

Mr. Green: You
country directly.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: T would inform the
hon. member that my desire is only to
own sufficient land which will keep my
wife and family for the rest of their
lives. I have no intention whatever of
becoming rich. BManv members fail o
realise that the storekeepers have played

will own half the
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an important patt in the development of
the agricultural portion of this State, and
I would like members to believe me when
I say that I have no desire to shirk my
fair share in conneetion with the tax, if
we desire to see the country go ahead.
In the Lake Grace country a great num-
ber of men have taken up land: the
majority of them have migrated from the
goldfields, some of them through unfor-
tunate circumstances, many of them on
acecount of. the elimale, and some of them
because of the disease, miners’ phthisis,
and having had to abandon the cecupation
of mining on the advice of dectors. They
are as fine a elass of men as one could
wish to meet, and they ave endeavouring
to make homes for themselves in that dis-
trict. I ean assnre members it is a plea-
sure {o meet those men, because lhey
are doing their level best. to develop the
country. They have been handieapped,
unfortunately this year through an in-
sulficient rainfall, but, apart from that.
they are not in a position to pay a land
tax, or any other tax, this vear,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They are exempt
for five years.

Mr. S. STUBBS: T heard the Premier
say that next vear he intended to bring
in a Bill which would prevent anyone
escaping the land tax. I hope the PPre-
mier and the members of his party will
give due considevafion hefore bringing
in a Bill of this kind affecting
people like those I have referrved fo.
I fail to see that I would be acting
straightforwardly to my constituents if
I voted in favour of this Bill after only
a few weeks ago having told them that T
was dead against any land tax heing en-
acted this yvear. Tiven though, as the Pre-
mier has stated. and T have no reason to
doubt his statement, ihe Government may
require monev I cannot see my wav to
vote for the second reading of the Rill.

The PREMIER (in reply): I do not
propose to reply to all that has heen said
this afternoon by memhers opposite, but
I must make some refercnce to the re-
marks of the member for Moore in con-
nection with the treatment whieh the set-
tlers on the lands owned by the Midland
Railway Company and served by (he Mid-
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land railway have received at the hands
of the Government. The hon. member’s
statement is correet, perhaps, so far as
regards railway faeilities are concerned,
hut only from that standpoint, because
they rveceive all other public facilities
given to other settlers in every other part
of the State, with the exception that we
Lave had some diffieulty in being able to
bring them under the provisions of the
Agricultural Bank Act. I have already
amounced to the Chamber that we are
dealing with that question, and my col-
ieague, ihe Minister for Lands and Agri-
snlture, is now arranging for a conference
with the represeniaiives of the Midland
Railway Company to see if some satisfac-
tory basis cannot be arrived at in order
to allow the settlers in that district to
enjoy the facilities provided under the
Agrieultnral Bank Aect just the same as
those in other parts of the State. From
a preliminary diseussion I believe that
such can be done. T have always held
that the settlers there are just as mueh
citizens of the State as any others, and
Just as worthy of consideration; but the
State must be protected. and it is because
hitherto we have not been able to dis-
cover a system which will hbe satisfac-
tory from all points of view that they
have not had the advantage of the Agri-
cultural Bank. In all other respects, ex-
cept that of railways. they have enjorved
the same facilities as the settlers in other
parts of the State. and if they have heen
neglected it must he that their member
has not made himself sufficiently promi-
nent at the Treasury and other State de-
rarvtments. So far a= the opposition
from the membher for Wacin is concerned
I helieve he stands absolutely alone. ex-
eept, of course, that a majority of the
Chamber believe we should remove all ex-
emptions and rvebates. Another hon.
member appears to imagine that the
greater proportion of the tax is derived
from conntry lands; but if the hon. mem-
her will peruse the report of the Com-
missioner for Taxation he will ind, as I
lave siated on the public platform. that
the farmer this tax strikes the hardest is
the farmer in St. George’s-terrace. the
farmer who never farms. The hon. mem-
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ber will see on page 11 of that report a
table analysing the assessment for 1910.
This shows that the amount in the metro-
politan districts from Midland Junection
to Tremantle liable to taxation was
£1,203,313, while that of all the country
lands alienated or in process of alienation
was £1,006,238, So the dislriet bhetween
Fremantle and Perih comprises land the
unimproved value of which is higher than
that of all our e¢ouniry lands alienated or
in process of alienation, Thus the coun-
try lands are paving but little as com-
rared with the town lands.  Yet the
owner of town lands never complains on
the publie platform that it is unfair to
him; he always says that it is unfair to
the man in the country district, this being
his little way of obtaining velief for
himself from the burden of taxation. Tt
will be seen also that in other towns out-
side of the metropelitan distriet (he un-
improved value of the land is £332,023;
o0, totalling the two, we have a value of
one million and a half of town lands as
against £1,096,238 of country land.

M. 8. Stubbs: It will be a big lot next
vear,

The PREMIER: That may be =o, but
the Taxation Department are only to-day
commencing to do their work., In the
past they have accepted lands assessments
made by the roads hoards and municipali-
ties, and to such an extent do these vary
that they are not worth the paper they
ave written on. In one distriet the roads
board assesses in one way, while in
the adjoining distriet it is dore by a
totalle different wethed, with the result
that there is no uniformity whatever. To-
day. hawever, we are emnloving special
men with speeial knowledge to assess
unimproved values. Their method is a
correct one. They are using a zone svs-
tem. particularly in the agrienltural dis-
triets. TUnder this svstem, if a man is
away 40 miles from an existing line of
railway and proposes to grow cereals, the
eireumstance is allowed for that he is
not going to make much ont of that land;
but if the railway communniecation comes
within five miles of his holding the value
of that holding is largelv inereased and
the State at once begins to receive a por-
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tion of that increase. That is the only
way of establishing a system of land tax
which will give satisfaction. It is the
man who obtains the benefit of the ex-
penditure of public moneyzs in the way
of building roads and railways who sheuld
return to the Sinte something for the
benefits derived, -Quite a number of sel-
tlers to-day have to pay an increased rate
over some of our newly constructed rail-
ways. Yet ihey do not complain; they say
that it is much eheaper for them io pay
that excess raile on the new railway than
it was to pay for earting over the road,
that while they are leaving perhaps 30
per eent. in our hands vel they are taking
away the other 20 per cent. for themselves,
However, in my opinion that is unfair to
new settlers while those who have had
railway communication for years are pay-
ing the ordinary rate of freight. If we
had a proper land taxation we eould give
1).e man who is 60 or 70 miles away from
railway communication the same opportu-
nity of getting his produce to market as
the man alongside the railway. A proper
land tax puts the man who is preducing
on land 80 miles to the east of Wagin
on exaetly the same fooling as a man
farming on similar land 20 miles this side
of Northam. That is the true object of
a land tax, because we then have returned
to the State a proportion of the advan-
tage ihe man nearer to the markei is ob-
taining, and we have that for the supply-
ing of public requirements farther away
from the centre. To-day we are simply
accepting the posilion as it is. but next
session we propose to bring down what
we helieve is the proper system of land
tax, and when this iz explained even the
member for Wagin will renlise that it
must be of ndvantage to the Siate (o have
such a system of taxalion. Belove the
second reading is submitled to the Honse,
Sir, [ have a wmessage from His Excel-
leney.

Message.

Message from the Governor received

and read recommending the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee, eteetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—UPPER DARLING RANGE
RATLWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon,
W. D. Johnson) in moving the second
reading said: I think the only objeection
to this railway is that it is such a little
one. The proposition is for the conslrne-
tion of o line fo connect with the present
Canning Mills railway, which runs from
Pickering Brook to the Canning Mills,
and which was purchased last financial
vear from the iimber company for the
sum of £4,500. The terminal point of the
railway to-day is wilhin the catchment
area of the Vietoria reservoir, whieh is
part of the source of the water supply
of the meiropolilan area. This terminal
point is surrounded by private propecty.
It is desirable that the terminus of the
line should be on Crown lands, and even
more desirable to remove the terminus
from the present calchment arca a distance
of 1 mile 26 ehains further on in order fo
overcome the diffieulties which are said
to be facing the water supply people in
connection with the pollution of this par-
tieular area. The line was promised de-
finitely by the previous Administration on
the 19th May. A depulnlion vepreseni-
ing the Canning fruit-growers wailed on
the lhen Acting Premier (Me. Gregory)
and Mr, Gregory slated in reply fo the
request of (he deputalion—

The building of ihe line meant only
the eonstruciion of a few miles, and he
thoughi that could be conveniently done
after Parliament mel. He eould assure
the deputation that the whole work
would be completed before (he end of
November. If he was satisfied that ihe
work eonld not be rarried onf hy the
end of November, le would ask the
Cabinet to corsider the mailer and go
on with it without wailing for (he sane-
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tion of Parliament. In answer to a
question as te the possibility of a change
of Government, Mr, Gregory said {hat
no Government coming into power would
be iikely to repudiate the promises that
had been made. The deputation
thanked the Minister, and withdrew.

Then on the 4th August the Acting Pre-
mier wrote—

Please instruet that survey of this
promised work is completed early so
that the promise made that this exten-
sion should be cowpleted this year.

The instruetions were given, but they
were .ot altogether expedited—I do not
know why—with the result that the sur-
vey was not completed, and i was Im-
possible to earry out the prowmise to have
it finished by the end of November. As
a matter of faet when these instructions
were given in August it would have been
impossibla to do the work because the
rails were not available.
Mr. Frank Wilson:
quarter miles of rails?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
would have had to rob Peter to pay Paul;
the rails would need to be taken from
some other work. However, the position
1s that it was impossible to carvy out the
promise of the Minister, and the present
Government have decided to honour that
prowise, and are now asking Parliament
io give them awlherity to construet the
tailway., The inftention of the previous
Government was to construct the railway
without getting the sanction of Parlia-
menl, but we are asking for the sanction
of Parliawent for the construction. I do
not know that there is anything more T
need say, excepl to give the informativu
that the line will be on the 3ft. 6in. gauge,
with 451b, rails. The cost of construr-
tion will be £3,000, and vails and fasten-
ings £900, making the total estimated enst
£3,900; whilst the length of (he line will
be 1 mile 26 chains. With these few re-
marks T beg (o move—

Not one and a

That the Bill be now read o second
time.

AMr. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): Of
course this little estension of the Upper
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Darling Range Railway for one and a
quarter miles amounis to nothing more
than the length of an ordinary siding. I
was not aware of the promise made hy
the late Aciing Premier during my ab-
sence, but in view of that promise I am
surprised that this one and a guarter miles
is not already constructed. It is a mere
bagatelle, and the reason given by the
Minister for iis consiruetion is un-
answerable, that is, to take the terminal
point away from the catehment arvea of
the Cily supply. Tt is sufficient for me to
have tlus terminal point carvied a little
further, so long as T know that it will not
jeopardise the main supply from whieh
sooner or later we shall draw our water
for the City, that is, the Canning River.
So far as my knowledge of the country
goes—and T know that arvea preity well,
baving built the Canning railway some 2%
years ago—the line when extended will
go into the Canning River catehment, and
I believe I am safe in saying that the
drainage from ihat terminus will then go
into the Canning River, but at a point
very much below any portion of the river
where a dam may be construeted for the
supply for the metropolitan area. If that
be so, we will be perfectly safe in passing
this little Bill, and allowing this railway
to be built possibly early in the new year.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I rise with
pleasure to support the second reading.
As has already been mentioned by the
Minister for Works and the leader of the
Opposition, the railway js a very short
one indeed, and 1 am hopeful that when
the very vexed question as to the sourca
of the metropolitan water supply has
been definitely settled, this line will be
then continued further on through Roley-
stone to Kelmseott, or link up with Ar-
madale, ihereby providing one of the best
round railwax trips that ean possibly be
secured in Western .\ustralia from a
scenie point of view. I mean a trip from
Perih, via Midland Junction, throush
Kalamunda and Canning Mills past the
present ferminus of this railway, and
thence on through Roleystone, linking up
with Kelmscott, or proceeding through
Bedforddale and linking up with Arma-
dale. The Minister for Works has alrcady
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stated the neeessity for building this short
railway, and, as one who knows the
locality well, I have no hesitation in say-
ing that it is absolutely essential that the
present point of termination should be
moved further on. At the present time
the sleeper cutters and wood carters of
ihe districi cart into this spot and as a
great number of horses are engaged, the
drainage from this spot leads to a certain
amount of pollution in the ealchment
area. At the present time the land for
many miles around the proposed terminus
is locked up by Millars’ Karri and Jarrin
Company, and some other coneession
holders, and, also, I undersiand, by the
Lands Department until the question of
the source of the fulure metropolitan
water supply is determined. Onee that
question is seftled, and it is possible ‘o
throw this Jand open for settlement, i!
will be found that we have in this locality
some of the finest soil in Western Aus-
tralia and eminently adaptable for intense
cultivation. I had the pleasure of visit-
ing this loeality on Saturday last, and alsp
aftending a meeting of the Canning Mills
Froit-growers Association. I inspected
several orchards, and they were, to my
mind, some of the finest to be seen in
Western Australia. Without taking up
any further time, T have very mueh plea-
suve in supporting the second reading of
the Bill to construct this very short line,

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): I under-
sfand from the Minister for Works that
in extending this railway there will be
no danger whalever to the water supply
of ihe (Mity. 1 should like (o have a defi-
nite assurance from fhe Minister that that
is so, in which case I see no danger iu
agreeing lo this Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply) : Theie is no doubt that this rail-
way will be of great assistance to the
orchardists in the locality, but one of the
main lthings influencing the late Govern-
ment and the present Government in ex-
tending the line is {o take the terminns
out of the present ealchment area.

Mr., Frank Wilson: What about the
new catchmenl area?

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow this
diseussion. Tt is irregular.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, etcetera.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in eharge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Authority to construet:

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Perhaps the
Minister for Works would now answer
the quesiion as to whether ihe land at the
terminus of this extension drnined inin
the Canning River, and if so, whether it
drained into the Canning River at a poiat
below any suggested dam sife for a water
supply for the metropolilan area.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I[n-
quiries had heen made, and so far as could
be gathered from the departmhental engi-
neers, this extension wonld not inlerfere
with the proposed supply of the metro-
politan area from the Canning River.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to T—agreed to.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill vead a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil,

BILL—NORSEMAN-ESPERANCE
] RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hou.
W. D. Johnson} in noving the second
reading said: I rise with the vreatest of
pleasure to move the second reading of
this Bill to authorise the CGovernment fo
construct a railwav lrom Norseman to
Esperance. The Bill 15 one of the ntmost
imporianee to (he Stale, and has heen (he
suhjeci of agitation for the past 13 veaus,
1 have gone very earefully through ithe
history surrounding the agitafion, and it
supplies the most interesting reading, hut
T feel it is unnecessary for me to take up
the time of the Houze in giving members
a brief outline of ilie many discussions
and many decisions limt have been ar-
rived al in eonneeiion wilh this proposi-
tion in this Chamber aud in another place.
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T feel it would weary hon. members and
be of no assistance to them in coming to
a decision on the proposilion as now pre-
sented. The Norseman railway running
out from Coolgardie was passed in 1906,
and formed part of the line that for so
many years had been agitated for to eon-
nect Coolgardie or the Eastern Goldfields
with Ksperance; and when that line was
passed and subsequently constructed, it
removed the agitation as far as it applied
to the necessity for doing something for
the mining industry situated in pavt of
the area (o be covered by the proposed
C'oolgardie-Esperanee railway. That line
having heen constructed, it now serves the
woldfield of Norseman, so that fo-day the
line I am now dealing with is purely and
simply an agrienltural proposttion, run-
ning as it does through an agrienltural
arvea almost the whole way from Norse-
man o Esperance. It is an agricultural
vailway that we are dealing with to-day,
and as such [ propose (o lay it before
members of the Chamber. 'The lengih of
the ling is aboul 125 miles, the pauge and
the weight of rails are similar to all our
agricultural railways, namely, 3ft. Gin.
cauge and 451b. rails, the grades are one
in G0, and the sharpest ecurve a 20-chains
radins. The estimated cost of the line is
as follows :— Construction, £191,500; rails
and fastenings, £81,250; water supply,
£40,000; f{otal estimated ecost, £312,750,
or a cost per mile of £2,502. There are no
engineering difficulties in connection with
the construclion. The agitation of recent
Years has heen, as T have said, for an agri-
cultniral vailway, and recently, rompara-
tively recently, considering (he length of
the awgitation, the late Governmeni ap-
poinled a board to investigate the area
aund inspect it thoroughly. That hoard con-
sisting of compelent departinenfal officers
reported on the 30th June, 1911}, and they
said that from 30 miles north of Esper-
ance to 75 miles there was a continuous
belt of mallee country of which 1,248,000
acres were sullable for wheai. This quan-
tity of land they pointed out wonld need
to be =erved by spur lines running from
the main line that is now under considera-
tfion: but within a 15-miles radius of the
preposed line they sadd (here was 864,000
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acres of this land of which 576,000 acres
was good wheat land. The board also
went into the question of the rainfall, and
from the information they obtained it is
found that at Wsperanee the annual rain-
fall is 25V4 inches, at the 30-mile post it
is 17%5 inches, at Lake View it is 11%%
inches, and at Norseman 10 inches. These
fizures represent the annual average, but
wounld be of litile assistance to hon, mem-
bers in recognising the value of the rain-
fall from an agricultural point of view,
unless we could also supply lhe average
rainfall during the most imporiant months
namely during April and November. We
find by invesiigation—and I am pleased
to say that this extends over a number
of years—that at Isperance the average
rainfall from April to November is 2215
inches, at the 30-mile post 1414 inches, at
Lake View 9 inches, and at Norseman 8
inches. So hon. members will recognise
that, taking {he months when vain is neces-
sary, there can be doubt that the rainfall,
striking the average as we do in comnee-
ten with all other agricultaral railway pro-
positions, is sufficient to justify the many
reports that we have received that this is
undoubtedly 2 valnable area of wheat-
growing country between Norseman and
Esperance. After the investigations the
majority of the board recomumended that
60 miles of railway should be constrncted,
that 60 miles to run from Esperance in-
land towards Norseman; and in connection
with their report the majority report inter
alia says—
We may slate thai fhis large extent

of wheat-growing country, some 114

million aeves, is the zveatest area of

wheat land af preseni in the State in

possession of the Crown with so good

a rainfall.
That is their reporl on this land.

Mr. Carpenter : 'fhis
serve 114 million acres.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
they say that spnr lines ean be run out
from ihe proposed line now under discus-
sion to serve that area of land which the
majerity report says is wood wheat-
growing couniry, and the greatest area of
whea! land at present in the State in pos-
session of the Crown with so good a rain-

line does not
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fall. Then Mr. Paterson says in his re-
port, dealing with that question—

We wounld then settle one of the
largest virgin traets of land that T know
of easily accessible by rvailway still in
the hands of the Crown.

Then lands inspectors May antd Hewby
state the following in regard to the mallee
belt—

We did not go 2 the southward of
Fraser’s Range road and the mallee may
extend for a considerable distanee in
this direction, but from Fraser's Range
road westward it comprises approxi-
mately 3,000 square miles of which 1,350
square miles would be served by the
present surveyed line from Esperance
to Norseman, taking 15 miles on each
side as the limit at which payable wheat
farming can be carried on.

Surveyor Watkins, who suvveyed this
eouniry and possibly gave it closer atten-
tion than any other officer that inspected
it, states—

This large area of splendid agrienl-
pural country of uniform quality, with
a good loam and clay of subsoil con-
taining lime, is eminently suited for
cereals. It has a reliable rainfall, an
exceptionally favourable climate, is in
close proximity to a surveyed line of
railway and within easy distance of a
good harbour with shipping facilities,
and is eapable of supporting a large
and prosperons community, and especi-
ally a profitable and large export trade.

I have quoted these from the reports
submitted by different expert officers who
have had the opportunity of inspecting
this land, and who in all cases were aulh-
orised or instructed to make an inspection
by the then Government of the day; and
in order that T may be fair to hon. mem-
bers, and in order that hon. members may
see the whole of the reporls, T have had
them typed and distributed,and hon. mem-
bers will find in front of them on their
desks the full text of what I have quoted
from, and will agree that my guotations
are fair in connection with the whole re-
ports. Finally the bhoard recommended,
the majority recommended, that 60 miles
shonld be constructed. Mr. Paterson dis-
sented and urged that certain experiments
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should be made to more closely fest the
value of the land and give the Govern-
ment a creater guaraniee as to its value;
but while I have fhe utmost regacd for Mr.
Paterson’s report, and know what a eap-
able and conscientions ofticer he is, still,
I would point out that if we adopted this
procedure in conneetion wilh other areas
it is very doubtful whether we would get
as good a result as we can get from the
area o be served by this railway, I can-
not understand why we should depart
from the usnal practice of going through
the country as we have done in connection
with our eastern agrienllwral balis, in-
specting the value of the land and esti-
mating its value from a wheat-growing
point of view, and studying the
rainfall, and on that inspection and
that rainfal] submitting a railway
proposition to open up the area.
For instance, without drawing any great
comparisens, I would ask hion. members to
bear in mind when they are considering
this proposition, the Cowcowing and Mi.
Marshall arveas, and ask themselves tlie
yurestion whether Mr. Paterson was right
in demanding an investigation in connee-
tion with these propositions, and whether
the same procedure should not have been
adopied in eonnection with that of Esper-
anee. With regard to the Cowcowing and
Mount Marshall areas, I believe the rail-
way should be constructed and I will go
further and say that the railway will have
to be constructed, because amrienliurists
have been allowed to take up land in those
areas, and we must recognise that they
camnot make a success of their holdines
until they have railway ecommunication. I
am nof narrow enough to say that that
point of view is all right ‘for Coweowing
and Mount Marshall and all wrong for
Esperance. The Esperance proposition
is as good as that of Coweowing and
Mount Marshall, and if the railway is
necessary in one case because we have the
people seleeting and the people eultivating
and living on their areas, it is equally good
in the other. The report or recommenda-
tion of the majority of the board does
not appeal to me, insofar as they recom-
mended that a line should be consirncted
only from Esperance to a point 60 miles
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inland, T would point out in connection
with that proposal that the present max-
ket for the produce in that country would
nundoubtedly be the Kastern Goldfields,
and the farmer who euts his hay and pro-
duces chaff would be prevented from tak-
ing it to the Kastern Goldfields market
unless he ecarted it a distance of foriy
miles from (he proposed terminus to
Norseman. I cannot understand what
argumenis or evidence could have induced
the board to limit this proposition to a
distance of G0 miles. The Government
have not taken that seriously. They are
satisfied that the railway is justified, and
that in order to make agriculture in that
conntry a success the line will have to be
carried right throngh from Esperance o
Norseman. I recognise, as the hoard have
recognised, that ultimately this will be a
wheat growing arvea, and, as such, export
facilities will some day have to be pro-
vided. I want to say, the sooner the bet-
ter. Nothing would give me greater
pleasure than to expend a sum of money
on Esperance harbour to make it possible
for large boats to enter it and load Esper-
ance wheat for export to the markets of
the world. But I am not prepared to ad-
mit that that time will eome for some
vears. For the present we must recognise
that this is a hay proposition, ultimately,
however, wheat will be exported from Es-
perance, and when that time comes we
shall have to eive the Facilities that the
export trade will demand.

The Minister for Railways: It is a
good harbour now.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS : I
admit there is a harbour there now, but
we shall vequire larger boats to come there
by and by, To sum up the position it
appears to me that these whe know any-
thing of this area are aware that the land
is good for wheat-growing. The only
doubt there seems to be in the minds of
any of those who have reported on it is
that the land is so porous that water con-
servalion, which is essential as we all
know to agricultural develojment, is ren-
dered diffienlt. Tt is interesting to know,
however, that an effort has heen made to
test the eountry in that direction. There
have been dams construeted and T have
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made a special inquiry from the engineer
for mines water supply, who is controliing
this partienlar area at the present time,
and he informs me that the dams are
watertight and that the water is perfectly
fresh. Consequently members will see
that water conservation is not the great
difficulty that the reports would lead us
to believe.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Where are those
dams?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
the hest portion of the agricultural avea.

Mr. Frank Wilson: How many of
them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Two
dams to my knowledge, and both are well
stocked with water to-day. That is more
than we can say in an number of our so-
called superior agrieultural areas.  DBut
the point is, even supposing there is only
one dam whieh is full to-day——

Mr, Harper: What is the eapacity of
those dams?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
eive (he details later.

Mr. Underwood: Seven hunded thouk-
and gallons.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not se well posted as my friend the mem-
ber for Pilbara, and I would vather the
hon. member gave notice of Ihe nuestion.
What T want to emphasise is that, sup-
pose there is one, and it is only a small
one—and the size has no bearing on the
question—we know that the dam has been
able to eatch a large quantity of water,
and that the water to-day is absolutely
fresh. I have made this point because it
has been siated that water cannot be con-
served and if it is conserved there is a
danger of it being salt. That fear is ex-
ploded by the faet thal we have water
conserved there in a yparlicalarly dry sea-
son, The dry season las not been econ-
fined (o onr agricultvral distriets. it has
zone Ihrough Western Anstralia, and. de-
spite that, we have water conserved in {he
Fsperance eonntry to a greater extent
than we have heen ahle to conserve it in
the larger and more thiekly populated
agrieultural areas. I am going to give
same figures to show that selection has
heen going em eontinnally for some time.
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The land selected in 1900 was 13,759
aeres, and in 1910, 97,900 acres; the area
held at the present time is about 767,000
acres. "

“AMr. Frank Wilson :
purchase?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
includes pastoral and agricultural lands.
I would point out that the average size of
the holdings is 900 acres, so that hon.
members will see that, generally speaking,
we are dealing with agrienltural proposi-
tions, and not pastoral.

Mr. Hundson: And ihat selection has
taken place against the opposition of the
Lands Deparvtment?

The MINISTER FOR WORXKS: I was
golug to say that had grealer facilities
been given to the people to select land in
this area, the selection undoubiedly would
have been greater, but all sorts of diffi-
culties have been put in the way.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You cannot cut up
land in the face of these reports.

The MINISTER FOR WORKY: Land
was being cut up and was ent up in face
of the reports, which weve so unfavour-
able, but the difliculty was that the Gov-
ernment of the day did not grant those
facilities to the people desirous of select-
ing in this aren, as they did in other areas
with ihe result that numerous complaints
have been lodged by a number of intend-
ing settlers, and eonsequently that has had
the effect of limiling the amount of seleec-
tion. DBut T am pleased to say that now
facilities are being offered by a more
sympathetic Government, and selection is
going on at a greater pace.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Have you forfeited
any of {he selections for the non-fulfil-
ment of conditions?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
because it would be utterly unfair to for-
feit the holdings when we vecognise that
the people who went there to farm counld
not do so suceessfully unless they had
faeilities for taking their produce to mar-
ket. The position is exactly the same as
that at Cowcowing and Mount Marshall
areas. Until we give the people an oppor-
tunity to farm successfully by supplying
railway communication, there is no jusfi-
fication for forfeiting their areas, and I

Ts that conditional

trust the Government will never be guilty
of anything like that. T want the House
to look at this as an agricultural proposi-
tion. I do not wani any narrow paro-
chialism to be evidenced in connection
with this live, as has been shown for
about 15 years towards the line that was
urged for that period from Coolgardie to
Esperance. The objection to that line
years ago was that it would come into
competition with the Eastern Goldfields
and would work an injury to the metro-
politan area, and to the port of Fre-
mantle. That idea had been exploded to-
day. The proposition now is whether we
shall build the railway to open up what
is admitted to be a good and extensive
agrienltural area,an area capable of being
people by a big population. I would like
to point out to hon. members also that the
people who have selected land in this area
ave mainly goldfields people and I would
likke the House to bear in mind that these
people have played a very prominent part
in the development of Western Australia,
motre particulary in the development of
our agrienltural areas. It should be re-
membered that the goldfields people gave
Western Australia theiv fivst start in con-
nection with agrieultural development, If
it had not been for a goldficlds market we
would never have had agricultural de-
velopment, as we find it to-day. We had
their market to start on and we started
right well, with the result that by their
assistance we have been able to extend
the agrieultural industry to such an ex-
tent that to-day we are no longer depend-
ent on the goldfields, hut we have the
world’s markets before us. T appeal to
hon. members to recognise the part that
these people have played and to say
whether we were not justified in declar-
ing “You have done well tn assist the
agrieultnral aress and now we are pre-
pared to assist you by opening up that
agrienltural distriet which is practieally
at your own doors.”

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 8.15 pan,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: When
we adjourned I was making an appeal to
hon. members to recognise what has been
done by the goldfields people in support
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of agrienltural development. When we
find thase peaple who have done so much
requesting that some little should be done
to enable them to open up a new agricul-
tural avea close to their own doors, their
appeal should receive favourable consid-
eration. But no words of mine counld be
as eloguent as those contained in a lead-
ing article in a recent number of the 1West
Australian. In that article appeared the
following paragraph:—

That the Esperance line has not to
the present been built has been to the
immense advantage of the State. What
would have been an oppressive weight
on the community in the shape of a
huge unproduclive eastern railway sys-
tem, and a languishing main port, has
been averted. The burden of these
would probably have lain heavier on the
fields than anyv relief the cheaper mar-
kets of the East ecould afford. The en-
ormons impetus to agricullure in the
State which the existence of the gold-
fields markets eave would not have oe-
enrred, and those many ex-residents of
the auriferous distriets. who now seek
comfortable competencies from {he
cheaply aequired agrienltural lands of
Western Australin, which wise poliey
has opened up to them, wonld have
been lacking their opportunities. Tt
will be for Parliament to consider how
far these arguments exist to-day. To
have built the Esperance vailway at any
previous time would have been injurious
lo the best interests of the whole of
the State, goldfields and coast. But
nrobably these arguments have not
their aforefime strength. It may be
thought that the State has so far es-
tablished itself that it can loock to the
markets of the world as well as to those
of the fields. T.et {he line be built.

That is exaetly what I have urged. We
ave to-day veviewing a proposition totally
different from that which has been arged
an previous oeeacions.  Hitherto it has
heen eclaimed that the ecoldfields people
wanted the rvailway in order to cheapen
the eost of living: what we wrze to-dav
1= the eonstruelion of an agrienltural rail-
woy to heln these people to embark in
aericultural development, in which no
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doubt they will display the same energy
as they have manifested in the mining
industry. I do not know that I need say
any more on the subject. I have already
pointed out, and it has been proved by
the reports of departmental officers, that
we have in the district to be traversed by
the line a huge area of good wheat land
ready for the plongh. We have deron-
strated the possibility of water conserva-
tion; people have seleeted land and all
that iz required is a railway to enable
those who have selected, and a number
who have already eultivated, an oppor-
tunity of conveying their produce to the
markei, I say, in conelusion, that these
people are justified in asking to be
egranted the same facilities in this agvi-
cultural districi as have been granted to
thousands of others in Western Australia.
T desive to emphasise the point that this
proposition is as good as numerons other
propesitions for railwar extension which
have heen viewed with favour in this
Chamber. I appeal to hon. members not
to allow narrow parochialism to enter
into their judement, but to view this as
A leaitimate railway proposition, and to
realise the vast agricultural areas which
the line will open up in the interests, not
alone of the goldfields, hut of the State
as a. whole. If they do this they will have
no hesitation in sapporting the measure
which T submit to their favourable eon-
sideration. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Mr. Frank Wilson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—HOTHAM-CROSSMAN
RATLWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {Hon.
W. D. Johnson) in moving the seeond
reading said: This is a proposition for the
extension of a ratlway under construetion,
runming out from Pinjarra o Hotham,
snd on to a point known as Beddington
Pool. The railway to-day is within the
vieinity of Boddington Pool, and has heen
extended a short distance bevond the point
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anthorised by Parliament. Representa-
fions have been made that the line shouid
not be stopped at the point known as
Boddington Pool, but that it should he
extended on to serve the long settled agn-
cultural area known as Wandering. The
advisory board reeommend that this line
should be extended and eventually run
into Narrogin, while a number of people
contend thal the railway should be ex-
tended, not {o Narvogin but to Williams,
while still others are earnest in their ad-
voeacy of extending it along the valley of
the Hotham to Popanyinning or Pingelly.
So there is a wide difference of opinion
as to where this line should uitimately
junetion with the existing railway system.
I candidly admit that T have not had timg
1o go into the relalive meriis of the diffec-
ent routes advoeated; but I have had time
to recoguise that the Wandering people
Liave been isclated too long, and that they
should have had railway communication
many years ago. Having sympathy with
the Wandering people the Government
decided to extend this railway to a point
whieh would be common to all the routes
advocated, and, later, from that point to
determine which route should be adopted
for further extension. Consequently the
proposition now before the Chamber is to
take the line a further 10 miles heyond the
point authorised by Parliament. It s
not altogether 1¢ miles from the proposed
terminal point at Boddington Pool, but,
as I have said, the late Government d-
cided to go beyond the point authorised
by Parliament. But, faking the poiut
auihorised by TParliament to what iz
known as Crossman, the distance is 10
miles. The estimated eost of the con-
struetion 15 £13,500, and of wrnils  aul
fastenings £6,300; the total being £20,001),
or a cost of £2,000 per mile. TLand under
eultivation to be served by the railway is
3,000 acres, while the average rainfall is
26 inches. The land available for sele:-
tion within 15 miles of the line—I regret
that this has been worked out on a 13-
mile basis, because I contend that it shonlq
not go beyond 1214 miles—within the 15-
mile radius the area available for selea-
tinn is 87,000 acres, while the land alien-
a‘ed within the 15-mile radius is 266,000
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acres. Of large holdings within this ~
rading there are 37, averaging 1,000 acres,
while the total area of large holdings is
285,346 acres. That is a very large area.
It is explained by the faet that the liue
comes within 15 miles of the Ocecidental
Syndicate leases whieh were purchased by
Messrs, Wilkie Bros. It is these areas
mainly that ecnstitute the 285346 aeres.

Mr. Underwood: What are the names
of the holders of the large bloecks?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are too many of them to give the ho:.
member just now. There are some 25 i
them holding these 285,346 acres. The
pastoral lands served by the line represeut
68,000 acres, and pastoral leases hell
ran into another 20,000 acres, while ths
area reserved is 6,200 aeres. As for the
guality of the land within the infirence
of the railway, 121,000 acres is first-elass,
115,200 acres is second-class, and 120,009
aeres is third-class. Tt is pretty hard tu
estimate the yield for this year, but the
Wandering area is one of the best in the
State. That is demonstrated by the fact
that it is one of the oldest, if not tha
oldest, of the settled areas in the State,
We may rest assured Lhat the best land
was selecled in the old days, therefors,
this being one of the oldest districts, “i
follows that it comprises good land. We
have not goue past the point where there
can be any difference of opinion as to
the route to be followed. As to the necxs-
sity for giving railway communieation io
the Wandering agricultural area there ean
he 1o lwo opinions, and consequently the
Government, without stirring up any
difference of opinion as to the route o
be followed, have decided to take the liaz
for the present as near as they can ‘¢
tlhe Wandeving area, and leave all differ-
ences of opinion as to the further exten-
sion to be setlled later on. T would alsn
like to emphasise the point that te-dav
we are constructing departmentally the
line from Hotham to Boddington’s Poo!,
and I want to get authority to eonstrust
this further portion so that we will not
have the expense of shifting the plant and
organisation we have there, but that when
we reach the point of the termination nt
present eontemplated, we will be able to
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continue this line to the terminus men-
tioned in the Bill, I trust that by this
time we shall have come to a conelusion
as to the point at which it will junetion
the existing railway, and that we shall be
able to continue right on until we get the
whole of this avren served by railways. I
have noihing furtber to say, and I beg
to move--
That the Bill be now read a secoind
lime.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) : As one of those
who waited as a deputation on the Prem-
ier advoeating the construetion of this line
I desire to support the second reading of
the Bill. 1 think it was then clearly shown
that the land proposed to be served was
one of the best districts in the whole of
the Stale, and, moreover, it is a distriet
which hilherto has heen entirely neglectel
and ignored as regards railway facilities.
Indeed, it is only meting oui a very much
delayed measure of justice, if this railway
i1s given to help the farmers in this dis-
triet and bring them within reach of the
market. This district is in a sense a puor
distriet, inasmueh as men have been borm
and reared there, and have never yet seen
a railway; yet it is a land rvich in pra-
spects, the soil and rainfall are good, and
we lLiave polenlially, if not in actual exisi-
enee, nll that makes for a prosperous agri-
enltural cominunity; but nup to the present
time for some reason or another the dis-
triet has been ignored and forgotten, I,
therefore, think that we ave merely doing
justice lto some of the oldest settlers in
the State In granting this railway which
will bring them within easier reach of the
exisling market. I had understood that
the railway would have continned further
than is now proposed. I helieve that the
terminal point as indieated in the Bill iz
about twelve miles from Wandering, but
I understoed that the terminal point was
io have been brought within six miles of
the settlement, where it would have
reached a Government reserve which eould
have heen converted into a Government
townsite, blocks of which ecould be dis-
posed of on the leasehold system, making
in time a flourishing lownship there, as
well ag bringing the railway nearer Wan-
dering fownsite. I would like to ask the
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Minister if he cannot extend the line
anotier four miles in order to reach this
Government reserve.

Mr. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
am happy to-night in the thought that the
Government are steadily and surely carry-
ing out onr policy of vailway construe-
tion,

The Premier: You would rather have
carried it out yourself.

Mr. FRANIX WILSON: We wounld
have done it so mueh better and more ex-
‘peditiously, but as we cannot de¢ it our-
selves we are going to assist the Govern-
ment to do it. My only objection to the
Bill is the paltry ten miles. I agree with
the member for Perth that the Minister
might have taken authority to go a little
further, probably twenty miles, and I do
not think that by doing so, according to
the plan attached to the Advisory Board’s
report, he would in any way have jeo-
pardised the big scheme whieh I outlined
as part of owr poliey for opening up the
land between the South-Western and the
Great Southern railways. However, if
the Minister gets anthority under this Bill
to construct this ten miles, I think he will
[rrobahly exercise his discretion and earry
the line a few miles farther eastward. I
agree that Wandering is a very fertile
spot. I had the opportunity of visiting
that area some time baek and was greatly
struck with its possibilities, but I cannot
aceept the argument that it is a poor
place because men have been born there
and have never seen a railway. It seems
to me to rather indicate the riehness of
the district: they do not want to leave
there.

Mr. Dwyer: It suffered from a poverty
of political blessings.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not un-
derstand the hon. member’s term, “a pov-
erty of political blessings,” but I eertainly
think that the time has come when all
that eountry ought to be brought within
measurable distance of the railway sys-
tem, That was our intention at all events.
The 12V miles limit that the Minisler for
Works has stipulated for is one that my
colleazue, the late Minister for Lands.
has advocated for a long time. He came
to the conclusien that 30 miles between
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railways was rather too far, for though
that means a fifteen miles limit, yet it
has to be borne in mind that a farmer
cannot get to a railway as the crow flies.
The roads do not go perfectly straight,
and in nine cases out of ten the settler
will have to cart his produee 16, 17, 18
miles, or even farther, even though he
is only 15 miles from the railway as the
crow flies. Therefore, I am in accord with
his intention to, if possible, keep the
settlers at a maximun distance of 12v%
miles from the railway system. At the
same Lime, it is well that we should recog-
nise that we have a hig territory to de-
velop and a very small population, and
it cannot be expected that we can put
down railways immediately to bring every
settler within 12%% miles of the system,
although that ought to be our ultimate
aim. I do not intend to say aoyihing in
opposition to this Bill, but I repeat the
wish that it had been for 20 miles instead
of for ten. I think that the Minister will
find himself in the diffienlty that he is
faced with now, that his men will have
finisheql this line and he will want to con-
tinue it. I suppose we shall meet about
June next, and before that time he could
casily have this ten miles econstrncted
and he will want to go on, but will not
be able to do se.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They will not finish
for some time fhe section they are work-
ing on now.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: But they
ought to finish it inside a month, although
I recognise that it is somewhat rougher
country than we had to deal with in our
wheat areas. The line ought not to take
long lo construct, and 1 believe that be-
fore we meet next year they will not only
have finizhed the present contract bnt also
this extra ten miles. I nofice that the
costs are gradually ereeping up, but that,
I take it, is due to the all-round rise in
the eost of labour and material. Still the
Minister onght to keep his weather eye
open and warn the departmental officers
to keep the cost down to the lowest limit
that is commensurate with ‘reasonably
good work. There is a tendency to gradu-
ally ereep up with the costs in the Works
Department, and every thousand pounds
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extra that we have to spend on any line
1s apt to decrease the ultimate total of
miles we can construct. 1f the Minister
eaunot amend his Bill now to take in a
few extra miles, I hope that he will exer-
cise the powers he possesses to extend
this line six, seven, or ten miles farther,

Mr, HARPER (Pingelly): I am very
glad indeed that this short distanee of
railway has sueh valuable and general
support in this Chamber. I was one of
those who waited on the Premier some
little time ago, and on that occasion there
were represented four railway leagues
from the Wandering distriet, who were
all agreed in advoeating the extension of
this railway beyond Boddingtons Pool
somewhere to the south of Wandering,
for a distance of at least 15 miles. T am
glad that the Minister for Works has seen
fit to propose the continnation of this
line, but I do sineerely regret that it has
not gone as far as the Premier had pro-
mised on that ccecasion, and as the leader
of the Opposition, in his policy speech
indicated—a distance of 15 miles. I am
quite sure that anyone who has travelled
through this area will readily realise that
this line should be continued very much
farther. We have in our agricultural
districts no better settlers than we have
in the Wandering area and the very fact
that the people have been born and bred
there, and have lived in the locality for
fifty and sixty years 1s sufficient proof
that they are deserving of railway com-
munieation. Had that country not been
zood agricultural land il would not have
been possible for those people to have en-
dwred the hardships of so many years
absolutely isolated from ‘any communiea-
tion hy railway. Anyone who looks at
the plan of the agricultural area will see
that this line has stopped just exactly
where it onght to start. The people have
been looking in vain for many years for
a railway, and they are in the position of
the hoy who has been promised a Christ-
mas toy and does not get it. The line is
very near and dear to the hearts of the
people in the Wandering district and the
Hotham valley, and they are enterprising
and industrious folk. They have culti-
vated the land to a very considerable ex-
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ient, and have made preparations in the
full hope that at an early date they will
enjoy railway facilities. I wish that the
Minister for Works could be induced to
extend this railway a considerable dis-
tanee farther, Tf it were to go five miles
or ten miles farther, that extension would
be quite warranted.

The Minister for Works: Where would
vou go, towards Narrogin, Pingelly, or
('nballing %

Mr. HARPER: Through Dumbit-
moony and continue due east or south-east
if that be preferable.

Mr, Green: Would that still keep it in
your electorate?

Mr. HARPER: This is entirely out of
my electorate; it is in the electorate of
Williams-Narrogin. It is in the Wil-
linms distriect. However, it is serving
people in an agrienltural distriet, and
that is all T want to support. 1 would
Like full inquiry to be made, so that this
railway would be continued to Dumbit-
moony, due east from the present
terminal point as proposed by the Minis-
ter for Works. I vefer any member of
the House to the plan to see how the land
is selected.  All over the district it is
fully oceupied; every inch of it is taken
up.

Mr. Carpenter: In pretty large hold-
ings,

Mr. HARPER : There is only one eye-
sore, the area held by Mr. Brown.

Mr. Green: Have not Wilkie Bros, got
nearly all that Jand?

Mr. HARPER: Not in the direction I
am speaking of.  Wilkies’ land lies to
the sonth. All dne east are small farmers,
and they are isolated 20 miles from any
railway, a great many of them. T unrge
upon the Minister the great necessity for
further extension of the railway. I am
glad the member for Perth is supporting
the BRill so strenuously, also the leader of
the Opposition, and T am sure every mem-
Ver of the House would support it if they
knew the eonditions as well as I do, and
the requirements of the distriet, and the
amount of freight that would be earried
from it. Al these would convince hon.
memhers that the railway onght to be
extended a pgreat deal further. I hope
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the Minister will see the necessity for it
before he takes in hand the construction
of the present short line. Tt is a great
disappointment to the people there noi to
have at least the 15 miles they were pro-
mised, but I suppose the Minister has
given the matter full consideration, be-
eause T am sure he would not have stopped
at the short distance of 10 miles unless
he had some very important reasons for
doing so, though I am equally sure that
when the matter is thoroughly investi-
eated it will warrant extension as far as
Dumbitmoony at a very early date. I
only put forward a reasonable request,
and I hope the Minister will see his way
to grant it.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle): I
had no intention of speaking on the Bill.
but the Minister has given so little infor-
mntion in reference to essential details
that T am bound to ask a question or two
before giving my vote on the second read-
ing. Any railway which will assist the
settler to get his produce to the market
and at the same time open up land will
always have sympathy, not only from my-
self but from other members on hoth sides
of the House: but the speech of the
Minister was so brief and contained such
little detail thal T am bound to ask for
forthier information as to the land al-
ready taken up which will be served by
this railway. T have a return from the
Minister dealing with the excessive number
of large holdings along the roufe of the
railway.  Apparently, the Minister has
recognised this, and has had a special note
fromn the railway advisory board with re-
ference thereto, and that report ygives
the signifieant faet that the approximate
area nnder crop is now only 3,000 acres

The Premier: It is only a £20,000 rail-
way.

Mr. CARPENTER: But the question
we have to consider in spending £20,000
on any railway is what will be the prae-
tieal valne of the rallway to any given
number of people, and if we have, as I be-
liecve we have, other parts of the country
where there are a number of small men
settled, whose elaim is as great, or is
nerhaps sreater than that of those along
this route, then we have to ask ourselves
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whether we are justified in supplying a
hmited number of holders with railway
facilities as against those who way need
thern move. There is a reference in the
retwrn I have to 37 holders who hold
285,000 acres, and that is putting it in
ihe most favourable light. When we come
to analyse the return we find that the 37
Loiders are composed very largely of ap-
parently the same family, or family re-
lations.  Apparently, one family bolds
over 100,000 acres, and another 40,000
acres, while the Occidental Syndieate
Ltd., holds 60,000 acres. Altogether, the
285,000 acres seems to bhe in the hands
of about a dozen families, or family con-
neetions; and when it is stated there ave
37 holders, it 13 not putling it quite
fairly, when evidently several members
of one family hold between them such
a larze amount. But even that would not
prevent me voling for the Bill if T felt
sure that these holders were developing
their holdings. Whether they have sim-
ply got hold of the land and are waiting
for a railway to enhance its value, or
whether they are wenuine settlers pre-
pared to work the large areas they hold,
are matters on which T wonld like some
further information. If we can get that
assurance, I am prepared to vote for the
Bill; but the request to spend this large
amount to serve lhe interests of about a
dozen people, is a matier we eannot vote
upon unless we get some assurance in the
direction T have indieated. I therefore
ask the Minister in his veply to give fur-
ther detaile as to the number of families
holding this land, as te how the land is
held. and for what pupose. and what
effeet the building of the line is likely
to have upon the production.

Mr. UNDERYWOOD (Pilbara): There
have been some extraordinary argumen’s
used in connection with this line, We ars
told it is the best country in Western Ans-
tralia. in one sense, and, immediately
afterwards, we are told it is a very poor
place, so poor that people have been bo:n
and lived there and cannot walk out of
it to look at a railway. The member for
Pingelly states that the faet that people
have lived there for a long time provsas
that it is good agricaltural country. As
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a matter of fact, people have lived at
Hall’s Creek and in many parts of Kim-
herley and at the head of the Ashburion
for a long time, but that is no proof of
the existence of agricultural country
there; and people have lived at timber
mills, and there is no agriculiural eouniry
there worth mentioning. 'The faet that
this is a very rich part of Weslern Aus-
tralin, and the fact that the people there
are very poor—these supposed facts do
not work together. There seems to be a
kink somewhere, and possibly that kink
is brought about by Wilkie Brothers and
other big holders in the district. What [
want information abont more particularty
is whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to put into foree Clanse 4 of
the Bill, which provides that the Gowera-
mebt can resume large holdings along ihe
railway. In every instance when we build
a railway the Government should vesuige
ali the large holdings and Jet them out
again in smaller lots, because I do not
careg, and I am speaking from experience,
how many railways we have, or what
facilities we give for working the lanl,
while the land is held in large holdings
it will not be cultivated to its fullest ex-
tent, There are millions of acres of better
Tand than this Wandéring land in mauy
parts of Australin with railways passing
all over it and yet only a few sheep ran-
ning on it. There are millions of aeres in
Victoria well provided with railways, bui
because they are in the hands of a few
people they are still ont of culfivation,
and the Vietorians, thousands of them,
are coming over to Western Australia
looking for land. T irust we will have
some information with regard to the Gov-
ernment’s intention of resuming some ~f
these large areas, and T trust that they
will put Clause 4 into effeet not only in
connection with this Bill but in eonnection
with all the agrienlteral railways they in-
tend to coustruct during their term of
office.

Av. LANDER (East Perth): It iz my
intention to snpport the Bill, but there i=
one thing T would like to hear the Govern-
ment speak about, and that is as to the
poison land in the distriet.  We have
heard a lot ahout the guantity of poison in
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the distriet, and I may tell hon. members
that, speaking candidly, this district is as
full of poison as London is full of lamp-
posts.

My, E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) : I intend to support this line
from Hotham to Crossman, but I am sorry
the Government have not exiended it
still furiber east, to the point recowm-
mended by the Advisery Board, where it
would junction with the proposed Nar-
rogin-Armadale railway. I think in re-
commending this seetion the Advisory
Board also recommended the Narvogin-
Armadale railway, and I think in bringiug
the measure forward the Government
might well have taken it a little further
on. At the same time, I am very pleased
the district of Wandering is at least to
be served, As previous speakers have
pointed out, settlers have been there for
40 and 50 years; men have been born
there and all these years they have been
without ratlway communication.  These
very old selilers who have nol given our
party mueh support in the past will doubi-
less be pleased to note that if was not
unli! a Labour Ministry came into power
that a measure is brought down to give
them what they should have had years
apo, diveet access by rail to Perth and
the ¢oast. They have put their faith in
ihe past in polificians of another kiud,
and have ot nothing. The Labour party
get i against their wish and at Inst thal
fertile distriet of Wandering is going to
get a railway veasonably close to it,

Mr, Frank Wilson: Who built the vrail-
way to ihe Hotham River?

Mr, . B. JOHENSTON: I understand
the Lahour Government are just building
it now,

The Premier: That raibway would nu:
serve Wandering; it stops just when it
would serve the agricultnral couniry.

Mr. E. B, JOHANSTON: At any ra‘s,
I helieve it was in the iime of the Daglish
@Government that the proposal for a rail-
way into this distriet was first hrougit
forward, and, il that Government had
stayed in power, doublless these people
would have had this railway years agn,
instead of having te wail until last year
for it to be taken as far as Dwellingup.
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It was recommended by a Commission ap-
pointed by the frst Labour Governmer!,
and then the real Labour Government,.
with power as well as office, do their du!y
in taking (he railway on, At the same
time, T eannot leave this question withoui
menfioning that the route the Governmeni
are following in building this railway is
not the route I, personally, would have
liked (o see the railway follow on an ex-
tension from Iotham, but, still, as the:
Giovernment are building it towards Wan-
dering, T mean to support it, though T
think it should have been extended in a
more southerly direction, to the distriet
of Quindanning, and east from there to
the town of Williams, T am sure had
thal been done the railway would have
served more people. The iwo questions
are nol counler propositions by any
means, It will remain for the Govern-
ment in the near future 1o make Hotham
a junetion and build in a southerly divee-
tion from there a railway to (Juindanning
and to the important town of Williams.
Quindanning is one of the oldesl seitled
distriets in Western Australia and when
this railway goes to Wandering, it
will be the only one old settled distriet
in Western Ausivalia that is left without
railway communication. There are settlers
at Quindanning who were born In that
district and they are old families who are
worthy of every consideralion. The valleys
of all the other rivers of this Siale have
hecn opened up by railways and it remains
for this Government to give railway com-
munieation 1o the valley of the Williams
River in the near future. I need hardly
point out that in the Quindanning distriet
there is some of the most fectile and well
walered land in Western Anstralia,

Mr, Moore: What ahout the poison?

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: There is no
poison at Quindanning; thousands «f
sheep are kept there and the land is of
the nature that a lew aeres to-day would
support a family in comfort if it were
openad up for elose rultivalion, for which
it is eminenlly adapted. Therc are no
droughts in the Willlams and Quin-
davning districis and the people there
do not go io the Government hav-
ing lo veport a failure of crops and
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ask for a supply of seed wheat. On the
contrary this is a rich and fertile
district and only wants railway com-
munieation to bring about its de-
velopment, There is a feeling amongst
the people of Quindanning that they
have been overlocked in the past
For many years they sent a member
to this House whom they felt was an
honourable and estimable gentleman, but
unfortunately he was too easily satisfied
by his Liberal nssociates at that time
on the Treasury benches, and the
people of the district did not re-
ceive the consideration they deserved,
and which I hope the present Govern-
ment intend to give. I do hope now thaf
the Quindanning people have representing
them a member whom they did not want,
that the Government will give them those
railway faecilities whiech liave been denied
them in the past, and it will be my object
while in this House to see that this, the
oldest setlled distriet in Western Austra-
lia, is not left without railway commuuni-
cation any longer. In the meantime I
intend to support the present measure be-
cansge I think {his ratlway will afierwards
be faken on from Crossman to Narrogin
and thus do a great deal to open up that
tmportant part of Western Australia.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in re-
ply): I am glad thal the Bill has received
sueh favourable consideralion and T would
like to point out that my instruction from
the Premier was to take this line ns neav
Wandering as poseible withoni going be-
vond the point where the difference of
opinion arose; consequently my insfrne-
tions to the engineer-in-chief were simply
to take it as far as possible within the
limits outlined by the Premier, and if it
is possible to go further, without opening
up the question as o the ultimate junec-
tion, then 1 shall be prepared to do so.
e want to serve the Wandering area and
get ns close as we can to it, and I can as-
sute lion, memhers that while we are con-
strueting the line investigations will be
made, and if we ean go a litile further iLat
will undoubledly be done. In connection
with the larwe aveas the member for Fre-
mantle stated he was disappointed that
more detailed information had nol been
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given and then proceeded to criticise the
Bill, on the details which had been given,
The opposition to the Bill was due to the
fact that T gave too much detail. It would
have been a simple matter for me to have
left out all the information with regard
to the large holdings.

Mr. Carpenter: 'That would not have
been fair to the House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was not fair on the part of the hon. mem-
ber to say that I did not give details to
the House. These areas are some distance
from the railway, and personally I am
Just as strong in my ochjection to build
raillways to serve large areas as the hon.
gentleman is, and I want to say that if
the land is worth resuming, doubtless we
will take advantage of the provisions we
have in this measure to resume. T would
point oul this is a large uvea of poison
country. The Ocecidental Syndicate ori-
gially got this land as a grant en condi-
tion" (hat they eradiented the poison, bnt
they failed {o do that and olher péop]e
took it over and spen{ a small fortune in
frying to eradicaie it. Some have sue-
ceeded and others have failed, but the fact
remains that il is poor eountry and it is
questionable wheiler we should vesume it
and gnaraniee to setilers rhat they ean
make a living on it if we cut it ui) into
small areas. Before tlie hon. member
vaised the point the Government had con-
sidered it and we propose (o have an in-
spection made to see whether it wonid
pay us fo resume the land in order to
throw it open in smali areas. T do not
think it is necessary for me {o sny any-
thing further except that I am pleased
that the old district of Wandering 1s at
last going to receive some measure of as-
sistance from this Chawmber.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commillee.

Clauses 1, 2—agveed to.

Clause 3—Devialion :

Mr. FOLEY: Would the Minister give
some explanation as to how mueh latitude
the deparlmeni wonld have?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
right existed to devinte a distance of five
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miles bui he questioned whether there
was the absolute right to extend beyond
the terminal point shown in the Bill. In
a cnse like this where the organisation and
plant would be on the spot, if it was pos-
sible to go a little further without binding
the Chamber to the uliimate romte fhe
Government would be justified in doing
sg. It had been done on previous ocea-
sions.

My, FOLEY: This elause should be
strietly adhered to. He was not familiar
with the eountry but afier looking over
the map he found that a good deal of this
land was held by gentlemen of the same
name, In fairness to ihe House the Gov-
ernment should at least state where the
proposed present terminus was to be, and
not to go on with the line until the House
had had an opportunity of gaining some
knowledge of the distriet.

Clanse pat and passed.

Clauses 4 to T-—agreed to.

Sehedule, Tille—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the veport adopied.

BILL--YILLIMINING-KONDININ
RAILWATY.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D, Jolmson) in moving the seecond
readine =aid: This proposition is fo ex-
teml the line junetioning with the pro-
posed railway from Wickepin to Merredin
at Yillimining, and extending in a North-
easterly direction to a point know as Kon-
dinin Well. The lenzth of the line is 71
miles, the estimaled cost of construction
is £83,200, the estimate of cost of rails
and fastenings £46,150, and the total eost
of the line £131,350, working oni at an
averaze of £1,850 per mile. The resident
oceupiers within 15 miles of the railway
number 4,370. Again 1 want to point ont
that this is 13 miles instead of 121% miles,
and if hon. members will look at the map
they will see it is hased on the 124 miles
radiu<. and eonsequently by going 15 miles
we are taking an avea that will be served
by the Wickepin-Merredin line. The land
utider caltivation this year is 51,000 acres,
ihe average rainfall is just on 16 inches,
and ihe average yield all round last
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season was 11 bushels per acre. The land
available for selection within the 15 miles.
radius is 703,000 acves, the land alienated
is 772,000, the large holdings number 32
and the total acreage of lhese large hold-
ings is 58,800 acres. The pastoral land
within 15 miles of this line tatals 680,000
aeres. Pastornl leases held vepresent
15,000 acres, arvea reserved 11,600 acves,.
avea of first class land to he served 481,000
acres, of second class Jand 184,000 ncies,
and of third class land 110,000 aeves. This
railway has been veported on by the Ad-
visory Board on three different oeeasions.
The first report was submitted on the 29ih
July, 1910. On that oeeasion the hoard
recommended that the line should he (aken
from Wieckepin to Kurrenkuotien vin Kulin
amnd they then estimated that it would be
50 miles in length, and would serve a helt
of esountry very ferlile and of good wheat
growing charvacter. They finished up that
report by putting in a further recommen-
dation. I may say that in that report they
were dealing with numerons other railway
Proposals to open up the country hetween
the Great Southern and the Fastuyn Gold-
fields systems, and the recomnuwmdalion,
with which they eoncluded was as fol-
lows—

“Of these lines”—referring to all the
lines tliey were reviewing—'"we congiiler
that next to the through line. Wickepin-
Merredin, the eastern or IKKulin loop
shouid have preference in order of con-
struetion, as the land is of high (uality,
is velatively far from any existing ser-
viee, aund promises very substantinl re-
lurns to the general railway sysiem.

Mr. I, B. Johnston: It is the only one
the Government did not authorise.

The Premier: A good thing for you
thev did not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKE: The
next report recommended that the line
be taken io Yillimining and looped up at
Kulin.  Still another report was made,
and this time it recommended that the line
Junciion al a spob ealled Boundain on
the Narrogin-Wickepin railway, and then
continue and slrike the line as previously
proposed. running ont from Yillimining,
and ihenee zo up and loop again
at Kulin. I am nol in a position
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to say why all these vreporls were
obtained. Time bas not permitted me to
go through the files to find the reason.
However, I have gone into the question
myself, interrogated the departmental
officers, and have come to the conelusion
that the route now recommended to the
Chamber is the best that can be followed
to serve the people without giving any
special consideration to any special aren.
Consequently the Bill before the House
recommends the construetion of a line
from Yillimining to Kondinin, and does
not follow other roufes recommended on
the three different oceasions by the Ad-
visory Boavd.

Mr, Frank Wilson:
dation is it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
recommendation was maioly put up by
the surveyor who started the survey of
this line. Strange to relate, although the
Advisory Board gave the previous Gov-
ernment three different recommendalions,
they themselves evidenily did not give this
oflicer any definite instruetions as to which
voute ke should follow; heecause when I
took over the department and investigated
the different routes being surveyed, and
the. different lines under survey. [ dis-
covered that this surveyor had started out
from Yillimining, and not from Boun-
dain, as the previous Government had led
the people to anticipate. He was going
out to get immediately 25 miles from the
existing surveyed line from Wickepin to

YWhose recommen-

Mervedin, I investignted the matter, got”

all the information T eould gather, and
came to the conclusion that the surveyor
was aeting in fthe hest interests of the
Siate by taking the route he was then sur-
veying. The only alteration I made was
to go out and then strike in a northerly
direction within 25 miles of the surveyed
route of the Wickepin-Merredin line.
The {iovernment take the responsibility
of not looping up, as snggrested in all the
reports by the Advisorvy Board, into a
spot called Kulin; beenuse ultimately we
must continue this line still northerly to
seive the large number of people who
have heen enconraped te take up land
north of Lthis Tondinin Well and too far
enst of the area to be served by the Wicke-
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pin-Merredin line. Consequently instead
of looping up we stop at Kondinin Well,
recognising that we must ultimately con-
tinue on to serve the people who, as 1 have
already stated, bave taken up land too
far east of the Wickepin-Merredin pro-
position. I do not know that I need give
any further information. I have given the
details, as far as it is possible to get
them, as to the area to be served, etcetera.
I did try to get figores more up te date,
but this is a diffienlt task owing to the
decentralisation scheme which was being
adopted by the Lands Department. 7o
secure up-to-date information it was ne-
cessary to get into touch with the district
surveyor, and it was somewhat difficult to
get this information within the limited
time at my disposal. Speaking generally,
Lowever, the figures are reliable, and have
been brought as nearly up to date as pos-
sible, having regard fo the limitation I
referred to. With these few remarks I
recommend the Bill to the favourable con-
sideration of the Chamber. It has been
brought down bheeaunse the Advisory Board
wrged that it should reeeive special eon-
siderntion.

Mr., Monger:
this line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
but we are dealing with the area it is pro-
posed to serve, and the Advisory Board
urged that it was an area which should
receive special consideration, and which
was only seeond in importance to the
Wickepin-Merredin proposilion.  As I
have already stated in reply to a question,
the Goverament do not propoese lo give
it preference over the Noonagin-Narregin
ling, nor over the Wickepin-Merredin line,
but we propose to give consideration to
the recommendation of the Advisory
Board, reeognising that this is a thickly
populated arca, that a large proportion
of it is under eultivation, and that in
many respects it is deserving of considera-
tton. The Bill has been brought down in
order fo gel the necessary authority to
constrnct the line whenever time permits
after we have finished with the other pro-
positions T have referred to. I move—

They did not wmention

Thaet the Bill be now read a second

fiiie,
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Mr. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
admire the andacity of the Minister for
Works in introducing a Bill of this de-
seription, deparling from all the recom-
mendations of the advisory boards that
have reported on the district, and ulti-
mately asking the House to aceept his
recommendation, a recommendation which,
I think, is based on the public announce-
ment of ihe member for Williams-Nar-
rogin when on fhe hustings, promising
these people that they should obtain this
railway communieation on this partienlar
route.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was promised
by you on three different routes.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The bon.
member will have an opportunity of
proving his statement. The Minister says
he does not know why three reports were
made. that he did not know, at least, why
the third repori had heen made. Surely
he has nol read the commencement of the
repart addressed (o the Premier.  The
firat paragraph says--

As the resnlt of the promise given by
lhe acting Premier to a deputation of
the Dongolocking settlers we have made
a furlher examination of fhe country
between 1he Wickepin and Dumbleyung
railways.

The Premier: It is all very suspicions.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: There is no-
thing suspicions about it at all. The re-
port of the deputation was published in
the Press,

The Premicr: I thought you never in-
lerfered with the Advisory Board.

Ar, FRANK WILSON: Netther did I

The Premier: You instructed them
three diffcrent times on this subject,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That is where
the Premier makes a mistake. He has
dropped into the mirve again; he always
drops in vight to the ehin. The trouble was
that the advisory board recommended a
line sneh a= reermmended by the Minister
for Waorks, frem Yillimining via Iulin
to Kuwrrenkutlen, Then the Dongolock-
ing people inferviewed {he Acline Premier
by deputation, and complained that they
were roing to he left 17 or 18 miles from
any railway system: they were (he peo-
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ple in the centire of the district, and they
azked for an examination of their country
with a view to seeing whether the Gov-
ernment could not construet a line be-
tween Wickepin and Dumbleyung. It
had nothing whatever to do with this.
That is where the Premier falls into the
mire. The Acting Premier promised that
an inspection would bhe made, and an
officer of the board was requested to ex-
amine the eountry between Wickepin and
Dumbleyung. As this meant building a
railway between two vailways already au-
thorised, and rather cutting through the
country which was to be served—there
were Lwo parallel lines of railway about
35 miles apari—we added (o the Advisory
Bonrd Mr, Despeissis and Mr. Stead, a
railway officer of the trafic branch, in
order that he might give adviee to the
other members of the board as to the
probabililies of traffie if in the manner
wished for the couniry were tapped by Lhe
line from Wickepin south fo Dumble-
yung. The result is a report, a copy of
whieh I held in my hand. Not in any
way were they asked to veport on this
district, to interfere with the original
proposition to carry a railway from Yilli-
minning via Kulin to Kurrenkuatten, but
they were asked to see how best they
counld serve the distriet between Wiekepin
and Dombleyung. This report reads ns
follows :—

The previous recommendation of the
hoard embraced a junciion at or about
Yilliminning, extending thence easterly
for some disiance. 'The hoard recog-
nised at the time that this proposal
would leave a small strip of conniry
in the neighbourhood of Dongolocking,
outside the 12V mile radii frem any
line, This Dongolocking country is, on
the whole, a particularly good area of
wheat land, alreadv settled and well
developed. After very eareful consid-
eration and inspection of the locality
we have unanimously agreed to recom-
mend  betier railway faeilities than
those previonsly recommended for this
district.  The request for a railway
northwards from Dumblevung or Nip-
pering we cannot recommend in view
of existing and proposed railway de-
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velopments in the locality, but in lien
thereof we mnow put forward an
amended proposal, and suggest that the
proposed Yillimining - Kurrenkutten
loop should start at a point nearer Nar-
rogin, say at or neawr Boundain siding,
extending thence in easi-soulth-east and
easterly directions for some 20 miles,
passing close by White Lake, and join-
ing the original proposed loop as shown
in blue on the accompanying plan.

Then they go on to emphasise the point

by saying—
This proposal would bring the whole of
the seitlement between Narrogin-\Wicke-
pin, Dumbleyung and Wagin within
about 10 miles of existing ot projected
railways, and would effectually and
satisfactorily serve the whole disirict
without increasing the number of june-
tions, and although the Kurrenkutien
loop would be lengthened by about four
miles, the actual haulage to and from
Narrogin along the route would be
practically the same as by the board’s
previons recomnmendation. Our objec-
Lions to the eonstruelion of a Hne north-
wards from the Wagin-Dumbleyung

line, commencing either at  Nip-
pering  or Dumbleyung, are the
inconvenience of working a shert
spur extending castwards from the

point of junetion, and the crvealion of
two additional  junetion stations;
although the Tongolocking settlers
would be betler served thereby. We eon-
sider that as the adopiion of the pres-
ent proposal would hring them all with-
in 10 miles of a railway they are being
very well catered for. We have also
very fully considered the point of june-
tion with the Greal Southern railway
and the nitimate fufure destination of
wheal traflie, and have come {o the con-
clusion that for the present it is advis-
able to constilule Warrogin t{he main
junetioning point.  We have further
considered the advisability of starting
the preposed Kurrenkotten loop direct
from Narrogin as against utilising a
partion of the existing Narrogin-\WVicke-
pin line, thus cuiting out the junetion
at Boundain, but have come to the con-
clusion that it will not be advisable to
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do this, inasmuch as we know that the
present line as constructed from Narro-
gin to Boundain—although leid ont
with 1 in 40 grades—can wiiloul much
expense be counverted into 1 in 80
grades, and therefore recommend Boun-
dain as the point of junction, thereby
saving the eost of constructing about
nine miles of new line. ‘The Increased
cost of the loop line to IKurrenkuiten,
due to the additional mileage recom-
mended, is estimaied by the inspeetor
of engineering surveys io be about
£6,000.
That is signed by Farry F. Johnston
(the Surveyor General), John Muoir, Mr.
Arthur G. Hewby, A. Despeissis, and
George W. Stead, and that is the veason
why they recommend that the original sug-
gestion for a line from Yillimining via
Kukin to Kurrenkutten, should be de-
parted from, and that the line should
start from Boundain, a few miles from
Narrogin, then go south and then north-
east, and junetion on the originally por-
posed loop line. Now the Minister has
ienored the recommendation of this board
and he coolly proposes that we should take
his reecommendation in leu thereof. He is
going to depart from the line as recom-
mended by the Advisory Boeard
The Jnister for Works: Which line?
Mr. FRANK WILSON: The line T
have described.
The Minister for Works:
three propositions.

Alr. FRANK WILSON: There were
two and the Mipister is making a third
one of his own.

The Minister for Works: Which one is
that?

Mr, FRANK WILSON: One to start
from TYillimining and zo south-east o
wards the Dumbleyung railway, and then
norili-east to Kondinin. We have not got
the Advisory Board’s report recominend-
ing this alteration, and the Minister him-
self slated that he consulted the surveyor
who had heen ivstructed to earry out the
survey of this railway, and that the best
route was {hat which he recommended,
based on the recommendation of that sur-
veyor. What are we coming to I should

There are
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like to ask? Here is a gentleman who 12
or 13 months ago never ceased to take the
opportunity of rising in his place in this
House and condemning the Government
because they dared lo pass or suggest
Railway Bills on the advice of this Ad-
visory Board. He almost insinuated that
they were incompetent——

The Minister for Works: No. T al-
ways ingsinualed they were unduly influ-
enced.

The Premier: And hLere is proof of it

Mr. FRANIX WILSON: The Minister
always said that lhey were nnduly influ-
enced—why?  DBecause they were sent
out to report on railways which Ministers
wanied.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear.

Mr, FRANKK WILSON: I suppose the
Minister thought he was in order when
he made thal statement, although it las
been denied on more than one oceasion.
To put the Minister vight let me repeat
the general instrueiions given lo the Ad-
visory Board in eonnection with the re-
ports they had to send in. The Minister
declarves that they were influenced; of
course, they are not infiuenced now; oh,
no. When he gives instructions they are
not inflnenced. When he goes to the sur-
vevor who iz earrying out the instructions
of his e¢hief—goes past the chief and gets
this surveyor’s advice, and then comes to
the House and recommeénds it—I wonder
if the Minister is working any undee in-
fluence on the surveyor?

Alr. Rolton: T Ao not think he said that.

The Minister for Works: T said 1he de-
partmental officer earrving ont the work.

Mr. FRANK WITLSON: Ixactly.

The Premier: He did the work while
you were in office.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: He was on
able officer no doubt, he certainly was if
he was one of my officers; bui he was not
one of the Advisory Beard who made Lhis
report. Surely we are not going to over-
1ide the report of the Advisory Ronrd
merely on the recommendation of a sub-
ordinate officer. Tet us deal with this
charae. Of come<e anyone inztracled by
the Government of which T had the honour
to be head was unduly influenced; now
that the Minisier is in office anybody’s ad-

[ASSEMBLY.]

vice is good enongh, and he cannot be
undtuly influenced. Herve is the letter of
instrueiion given to tliese gentlemen when
they were first appoinied, and it is dated
the 26th Mareh, 1910, and is signed by the
then Minister for Lands—

‘The Hen. the Acting Premier desires
that the Advisory Board, together with
an ofiicer of the Pablic Works Depart-
ment whom he will appoint, confer and
report to the Government in regard to
the railways necessary to open up the
land in {he Sounth-Wesi division of the
State. This is probably the most im-
portant wark that has been set up for
your consideralion. I am quite sure
that it is unnecessary for me to point
oul the effect that the policy which youn
are now called upon to take part in
formulating will have upon the future
development of TWestern Aunstralia.
There are several matfers fo he
considered in conneclion with this
work.  IFiestly, you will he asked
to advise the Government whether
these lines should be at 30-mile
rests or whether they should be a less
distance apart. Yon will also he re-
quired to mark the lines in the ovder of
preference, that is to say, the line that
will serve the largesr area of first class
land should, I think, take precedence
over the line through eountry which is
not so good. Of course lhere are other
considerations, such as the seltlement
that has taken place. T bave caused a
map to be prepared for your guidauce
and this will be supplied to you, I
think you should call into requistlion a
sullicient number of the departmental
chiet surveyors and land inspectors o
enable you to get o classification of the
country sufficiently informative to en-
ahle yon to arrive at a decision. You
have already determined ihat the land
within the 10-inch rainfall belt is to be
considered agricullural land. You will
therefore take this as a basis upon
which to work. You will see from
these instruelions that you arve
absolutely free to set up the advice we
need in conneetion with our railway
poliev. We do not wigh to trammel you
wilth unnecessary instenelions, because
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we recogunise in you the departmental

experi{s whose duly it is to tale respon-

sibility such as that we are now asking
you to face.

The Premier: Why did you send them
back twice?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: These are the
general instructions to-the Advisory Board
which the Minister accuses us fo-night of
having nnduly influenced.

The Premier: You
them hack.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: IHon. mem-
bers opposite judge others by themselves,

Mr. Green: Why did you give special
instruetions to the Advisory Board in eon-
neclion with the Esperance railway?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Spenk a little
louder; I cannot hear you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon.
wember for Kalgoorlie must keep order.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: T resent this
eonstant acecusation against these gentle-
mmen, responsible officers of our Works
Department and Lands Department; the
Chairman of the Agricultural Bank, and
offieers holding responsible positions in the
Railway Department. Here are these gen-
tlemen called upon to carry out this re-
sponsible work in these general lerins, and
to be continually haggling and saying
that they are open to undue influenee is
casfing an aspersion on their integrity
and honesty of purpose, which T do not
think any one in this Chamber, let alone
a Minister of the Crown, should be guilty
of. Surely we can fight our baltles in this
Chamber in regard to the merits of var-
ious railway proposals without besmireh-
ing the characters of these gentlemen with
dirty insinuations.

The Premier: You ean defend your-
self, the aspersions are against you.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: I can de-
fend mysself and the Premier knows if, or
he ought to know it by now if he does
not. But I am defending responsible offi-
cers who have been called upon to dis-
clarge an onerous and diffienlt task, a
task that cannot please everybody bub a
task that must redound to the advantage
of all the people in this State. The very
report that the Minister quotes refers

kept on sending
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to a line about 34 miles in an easterly
or north-easterly direction, but he sug-
gested thal we should build a railway of
71 miles. The first rveport certainly did
refer to a railway from Yillimining via
Kulin to Kurrenkutten, :

My, E. B. Johnston: That 34 miles is
a deviation; it junctions then with the
original recommendation.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Well I have
not seen any report. Where is it, when
was it obtained?

The Minister for Works:
the reports.

The Premier:
tions.

Mr., FRANK WILSOXN: We have a
report on the railway from Yillimining
to Kurrenkutten, we bave a report on a
line from Boundain and junctioning with
the original voute, and there is a report
at the same time on the whole of the
country between Wickepin and Dumble-
yung. The suggestion to-night is that we
shall depart from the lot of them and
take the route which the Minister himself
has selected, and for no reason so far as
I can see. The map I have here shows
the vronte, and the last veport of the ad-
visory board distinetly slates that it is the
best route they can recommend, afier
going over the ground again. If we
adopt their report it will bring every sef-
tler, so far as this map shows, to within
10 miles of a railway as the crow flies.
It shows 20 miles between the Wagin-
Dumbleyung line and the proposed route,
20 miles on the other side between the
proposed route and the Wickepin-Mer-
redin line, and so on till we get furtuer
up and then it widens out fo 26 miles.
We have nothing brought forward this
evening to show why we should depart
from this last veport of the advisory
board.

The Premier : Why the last report,
why not the fivst ov second ?

Mr. FRANK WILSON : Because the
board has been sirengthened by tweo
more officers and they recommend the
last as the best. Does the Premier dis-
pute that?

The Premier: Why did you strenglhen
the bonrd?

You haveall

You issued the instrue-
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Mr. FRANK WLSON: I
plained to the Premier.
not want e fo repeat it.

The Premier ; 1 did not hear.

Mr, FRANK WILSON : I explained
that it was in vesponse to a deputation
from the Dongolocking people, who de-
sired to have a railway running north
and south from a point between Wickepin
and Merredin.

The Minister for Mines: Every time
¥ou had a deputation did you double the
board ?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Double the
board! When we had a deputation that
wanted uws (o earry a railway through
country hetween two parvallel lines then
we put a traffic man on to see what the
probable traffic would be, as we did in
this instanece. Why should we take the
Minister’s recommendation in place of
the Advisory Beard’s? Why does the
Minister cousult the Advisory Board if he
does not intend to take their recommenda-
tion ?

The Premier :
their first report?

Mr. PFRANK WILSON : And why
does not ihe Minister take their fiust re-
port? He does not, for he proposes to go
soutl) and then act on the last report,
that is {o say he proposes to take half Lhe
ronte gn ihe last report; and yet here is
the Premier twitting me and asking me
why T did not take this first vepori,
and why I appointed the board, when his
own Minisler has adopted baif the second
report. Why does he discard fthe begin-
ning of it, especially if it will serve a
number of settlers who are spoken highly
of 7 Without injuring the people to
the north we can bring the line furfher
south and serve the people between two
varallel lines in country which is well
seltled and has an enormons avea under
enltivation, and bring them all within 10
miles of a railway system. TWe have had
no just reason why we should depart
from that, and I now ask the Minister to
adopt the last report.

My, B. B. Johnston: It is only a differ-
ence of four miles. When you get out
from the main line it is the same railway.

.

have ex-
Surely lie does

Why did you not take

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, FRANK WILSON: Bat it is not
hurting the people the hon. member wants
to serve, and it serves a large number of
people to the sonth who are otherwise
too far away from the railway system,
I have no interest about it, I do not
know any people about theve. Certainly
I know Mr, Moran.

Mr, Green : Do you know C. J. Moran?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I men-
tioned My, Moran’s name before the hon.
member blurted out as usnal.

Mr. Green: Has he been in town lately ®

Mr. FRANK WILSON : T met him
10 days ago just to say, “How do you
do.” T was rather surprised he never
men{ioned his railivay. If I had been in
his place I would have buttonholed every
mewber I eould find.

The Premier : He said a few things
during the eleetion he wished he had
never spoken.

Mr, FRANK WILSON : He said some
truthful things.

Mr, Mitchell : Perhaps he was too out-
spoken.

Me. FRANK WILSON: I hope the
Government are not going fo make him
suffer for his ontspoken opinion of the
Premier's party; in faet, I think better
of the Government than that; I think they
will do the best they can in their judg-
ment, notwithstanding the pronounced ex.
pressions of opinion of any settler living
in this district; but I object to the railway
being altered to suit any given member,
and T here say that the member for
Willinms-Narrogin on the huostings pro-
mised these people a railway.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is a deliber-
ate lie.

Mr. SPEAKER:
must withdraw that.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: And he onght
to apologise.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I withdraw it, but
at the same lime T ask

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder!

AMr. E. B. Johnston: T ask that the hon.
member should withdraw the statement
he made.

The hon. member
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Mr. SPEAKER: Tbe hon. member
must  withdeaw uncondilionally.  The
leader of the Opposition did not make
any slatement he is entitled to be called
upon to withdraw,

The Premier: If the hon. member denies
the statement he is enfitled to a with-
drawal,

Me. SPEAKER: Did the leader of the
Opposition say that the member for
Williams-Narrogin had promised on the
hustings definitely ?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yes; he pro-
mised these people a railway.

Me. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
objects to that it must he withdrawn.

Mr, 18. B. Johnsion: I object to the
statement ihat T promised it on a definite
route. 1 promised {hese people east of
Narrogin a vailway; I did not promise
that it should follow any definiie rounte.

My, FRANK WILSON: I said the hon,
member promised the people of the Kon-
dinin district they would have a railway.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
said he did not make any such statement.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I promised those
people at the end, yes.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That is all T
said. T do not know ihat I can say any
more in connection with this mafter, I
hope the Minister will withdraw this Bill
and reintroduce it on the proper route.

The Premier: Which is the proper
route?

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The southern
route.

The Premier: Why?

Mr, FRANK WILSON: To serve ilie
people down to the south,

The Premier: Near Mr. C. J. Moran?%

Mr. FRANK WILSON: To serve the
Dongolocking people, inelading Mr, C. J.
Moran, and well worthy he is of being
served by a railway.

Mr. Green: He is a friend of yours.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Of course ha
is a friend of mine. I should think that
he was & friend of the hon. member’s by
the dialect that is spoken. He is & very
worthy friend, and he has been a gond
friend to this State. He bas served bis
country for many years and has had a
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very hard battle on the land for the past
five or six years.

My, Green: He was kicked out of the
fields for treachery.

Mr, PRANK WILSON: All I can say
is that T do not think any man would kick
Mr, Moran out of any portion of the
State.

Mr. Green: He was kicked out.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Not kicked
out; he is not a man to be kicked out. e
has done good work for the Siate.

The Premier: You did not say that
when he was sitting opposite to you.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: 1 have had
occasion to erificize Mr. Moran, but never-
theless he has done very good serviee to
this Siate. I do nol eare whether he was
oppused Lo me or not, I am very willing

. to concede to any hon. member the servies

he has done to the State, no matter what
attitude he may take up. I hope we shall
not get inlo the habit of condemning any
man wlo has put a large sum of noney
into the country; I hope hon. members
will refrain from sneering at those who
bave put thousands and thousands of
pounds and many years of hard work inte
developing the back blocks of Western
Auvstralia.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A lot of them got it
out of Western Australia.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not think
the hon. member can point to half a dozen
men who have done well out of their farm-
ing operations and made a profit on them.

Mr. O'Loghlen: 1 was not talking of
farming,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If Mr. Moran
has taken it ont of the land he has put
it in again., He has a very poor chance
ultimately of getting it ouf of the land
unless he gets rensonable railway facili-
ties which hon. members are always de-
manding for the small men. Let us {ry
and deal with the big men as well as the
small men and help the whole lot together,
beeaunse, rest assured, if we begin to dis-
criminate between one settler and another
we will do some grievous injury not only
to the seitlers themselves but to the coun-
try at large.
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The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
T am sure members of 1the Chamber have
listened with eonsiderable interest to the
leader of the Opposition attempting to
«defend the actions of the previcus Gov-
ernment, partienlarly in eounection with
this railway, and to his very deep cunning
in atiempting now lo pass the eriticism
for his actions on to permanent members
of the public service. There is no member
sitting on the Government bench who has
cast any reflection wpon any member of
the Advisory Board.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Yon all did, every
one of you.

The PREMIER: Neither now nor st
any time. I will prove hefore I eoncluide
my remarks that the leader of the Oppe
sition did east reflections on the members
of the Advisory Board.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You cannot do any-
thing of the sort.

The PREMIER: Of course not. The
hon. member appears to forget what is
placed on the files in the various depart-
ments,

Mr. Frank Wilson: I do not try to re-
member.

The PREMIER: As hon, nembers are
not likely to know of it I am going te
aequaint them with one or two things.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Put the files on tha
Table of the House.

The PREMIER: According to the Lon.
member's own slatement the members af
the Advisory Board are sent out for tle
purpose of recommending to the Govern-
ment the best way of providing railway
communication in our agricultural dis-
tricts, and they were told to do this in the
year 1010 in regard to this particular dis-
trict. Now, if the Advisory Beard had
thovoughly inspected the distriet, then
when they made their report on the 20th
July, 1910, the Government must have felt
in duty bound to have introduced a
measure last session for the constructicn
of a railway on the route they recom-
meunded. Will the leader of the Opposi-
tion tell the House why ihey did not dn
so?

Mr. Frank Wilson: Ves; if you will Jel
me.

. the same route.
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The PREMIER: Notwithstanding that
in their report they said that, next to the
Wickepin-Merredin line, the eastern or
Kulin route shounld have preference n
ovder of construetion, on top of that re-
commendation for that route in that dis-
triet the Government did not introduce a
Bill for the construction of Ihe railway;
and it is rather remarkable that three
monihs later the same board apparently
were sent out fo furiher investigate the
same distvict, Why? Were the Govera-
ment dissatisfied with their previous re-
commendation; did they obtain fresh in-
formation from any source which would
cause them to instruct the board to go
out again? Was it not a fact that giving |
a second instruetion to the Advisory Board
to make a further recommendation in the
distriet where they had already made a

recommendation was tantamount to tell-

ing them that the Government had no con-
fidence in their recommendation? It is
necessary for the leader of the Opposition
to explain this.

Mr. Frank Wilson: I elearly indicated
and stated that the Advisory Board were
asked to repert on the land between
Wickepin and Dumbleyung, and not nn
The Premier is twisting
my words.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
memher must not say thal.

Me. Frank Wilson:
representing my words,

Mr, SPEARER: I cannot admit that
either.

Mr. Frank Wilson: What can I say?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is any amouut
of language to use without using those
words.

My, Trank Wilson: Misstating my
words; that is Parliamentary language.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member said
“twisting.”

Mr, Frank Wilson: T withdraw #fwist-
ing” and say “misstating.”

The PREMIER: Apparently the leader
of the Opposilion has made no remarks.
I eannot misrepresent his wishes on the
files to get reports from the Advisory
Board in conneetion with the best route
for n railway to serve a definite district.

The hon.

Then he is mis-
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The Minister for Works: Perhaps the
-distriet twisted.

The PREMIER: The district did not
move about. It is the same to-day as
when the board made their first report.
Did the Advisory Board twist, or did the
pYtevious Government twist, or who
twisted, or what twisted?

Mr. Frank Wilson: Yon are wriggling.

The PREMIER: The fact remains the
board submiited a second report, and then
there was a deputation waited on the Act-
ing Premier from Dongelocking, and that
-deputation submitted that they should re-
“geive considerafion in  eonnection with
railways in that disiriet.

Mr, Frank Wilson: What did they ask
for?

The PREMIER: They asked for rail-
way communication to serve the district
between Dumbleyung and the Merredin-
‘Wickepin railway.

Mr. Frank Wilson: What has that to do
with this railway?

The PREMIER : Then why did the Ad-
visory Board aecepl it as heing an in-
‘struetion to consider again the guestion of
serving this distriet, because they on'y
shifted the connection of the railway a
little furiher down towards Narvogin at
Boundain, That is all that transpired in
the second report, and let me say that in
reply to that deputation there appears

-on the file a rather significant remark by .

the Premier.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The Acting Premier?

The PREMIER: No. the Premier. He
wound up by saying, “I can promise you
that if the Advisory Board who have just
inspected the line say that this Jine ought
to go there, I will eonstruet the line, and
if not, I will go into the reasons and make
full inquiry into the matier.” Yet the
leader of the Opposition, in the face of
that, tried to lead the House to believe
that no influence was brought to bear on
the Advisory Board. He practically said,
T will send them down until they do re-
port in the direction I desire.”

My, Frank Wilson: The Premier is
putting his own eonstruction on it.

The PREMIER: I forgot to refer to
-the construction that the deputation put
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on it. Their construction was “cheers,”
and that is on the file.

My, Frank Wilson: I think you ought
to read the whole thing instead of only
extracts, Put it on the Table of (he
House, we will get the whole of it then.

The PREMIER: There is ot much to
read; I will read it all—

The Premier, in reply, sftid that so
far as his memory went, he had not
wade such a promisge as had been statled.
He thought he had promised that the
country shonld he inspecled, and that
he had outlined a general scheme which
was in his mind regarding these spurs
ultimately being linked up by & loop to
the south. 'Whether it would he con-
strueted farther east before looping he
did not know. I1ad he made a definite
promise he would have -cerfainly
brought in o Bill last session. His ob-
Ject was to connect all the spurs, north
and south. e did not want the devu-
tationists to go away with the iden that
a promise had been made and that he
had not kept it. After some conversa-
tion between Mr. Moran and himself
regarding the distance between railway
lines in Vietoria, and that limitation
which it had been stated was aimed at
by the Advisory Board, the Premier said
he understood that his eolleague, the
Acting Premier, had promised that the
Advisory Board should investirate the
merits of their case, and this bad been
done. He {Mr, Wilson) would now
gay that 1f the Advisory Board re-
ported to him that a railway should be
carrvied through the distriet then heing
dealt with, the railway would be car-
ried throngh. If they did not so re-
port, then he would have to know the
reasons why, and he would have to fully
consider them, )

It is even worse, I have never yet in the
course of my career seen such intimida-
tion—that if the board did not report in
the direction he desired he would know Lhe
reason why. Then we have the statement
made here and repeated that no influence
had been brought to bear on the Advisory
Board by the Government and now that
the action is being criticised the hon.
memnber is trying to shelve it by saying
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that it is a refleetion on the Advisory
Board.
Mr, Frank Wilson: So it is.
The PREMIER: et me read this—
I can promise yon that if the Advis-
ory Board, who have just inspected the
land, say that this line ought to go
through there, T will coustruet the line,
and if got, 1 will go inlo the reasons
and make a full inquiry into the matier,
There is the whole of ihe veply. Let me
point cui that we were just on the eve
of a general election when that rveply was
given. Some time later something in the
form of a hanquet took place at Wagin,
and a gentleman by the name of Mr.
Moran, who was referred (o in the extract
I have read in the words, “affer a con-
versation with Mr. Moran’’ attended that
banquet.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Will the Premier
say what that conversation was?

The PREMIER : Tt is notl shown on the
file,

My, Frank Wilson: Yes if is.

The PREMIER: There is sonie refer-
ence regarding the distance beiween rail-
way lines in Victoria.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That is it.
has that to do with the banquet?

The PREMIER: I am just going to
show what happened there. ¥r. Moran
was a member of the deputation, and
when the Premier attended the banquet

What

in Wagin I have a lively recolleclion of-

reading in the newspapers that Mr.
Moran, so enamoured with the reply
given by the Premier, made some utter-
ances about the members of the Opposi-
tion in connection with the campaign and
said that they were skulking damnably.
My, Morvan was very much concerned about
the Government heing returned in order
that they might have an opportunity of
keeping their promise. Apparently with-
out the knowledge of the head of the
Government, that Government had com-
mitted the country to the construction of
the Tine, We have not altered the route
decided on by that Government until we
get to the position in regard to which the
Advisory Boeard has reported. Here we
have the position putup by the Engineer-
in-Chief on the 29th September, 1911,

.
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“Will you please ask the Minister to con-
firm the route of survey as suggested by
Mr. Sfronach and now being surveyed, in-
stead of that recommended by the Advisory
Board.” This was approved by “H. Dag-
lish.”

Mr. Frank Wilson: What was?

The PREMIER: The line you are com-
plaining of. -

M. Frank Wilson:
that?

The PREMIER: Would the hon. mem-
ber like me to lell him? It was after he
ceased (o be a Minister. on the Tith Qe-
tober.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That shows the
ahsurdity of it; we were out of office
then.

The PREMIEER: The Engineer-in-
Chief’s recommendation was made on the
22nqd September and was passed on to the
Minister and he approved of it on the
Tth Oetober.

Mr. Frank Wilson: I could not have
had any knowledge of it on the 7th Oec-
tober, =

The PREMTER: The then Premier
could have instructed the Minisier for
Works to comply with the recommenda-
{ion of the Advisory Beard. Was he not
awave that a survey hnd been put through
the distriet over a distance of 30 miles
before he replied to the deputation?

Mr. Frank Wilson: I have no know-
ledge of it.

The PREMIER: When we took office
they had completed 34 miles of the sur-
vey over the route we are now asking
Parliament to sanetion. Does the leader
of the Opposition expeet us to do over
again the work that he did wrongly?

Mr. Frank Wilson: Certainly, if it
was wrongly done.

The PREMIER: 1 bave announced
that the (overnment are not going to
commit this eountry to survey and re-
survey in conneetion with agrienttural
railways. We are going to decide with
the authority of Parliament where the
lines are to be constructed, and having
done that we are going to have a survey
made in the district which will best serve
the interests of the community and not

On what date \;as
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have it surveyed and re-surveyed in order
to suit political friends.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You are doing that
between Wickepin and Merredin.

The PREMIER: The twisting which
bas been going on there is due to the pre-
vious Government,

Mr. Green: How many smrveys have
been made?

The PREMIER.: Five surveys. And
then, fo try and cover up his own tracks
the leader of the Opposition is shoving
the responsibility of this aetion on to the
public officers of the Siale, and he is trying
to make out that nur actions i asking the
.anthority of Parliament to construet the
line over the survey carried out dnring
his term of office is a reflection on the
Advisory Board,

Mr. Green: The leader of the Opposi-
tion is blushing.

The PREMIER: He is turning pale.
Tet me say at once that we ave warranted
in asking the House to construet this rail-
way over the route proposed in the Bill,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Why? DBecaunse
the late Minister for Works approved of
it.

The PREMIER: Because the survey
had been carried out over a route which
we believed would serve the distrviet. T
was pleased to hear the leader of the
Opposition say that we were apparenily
earrying out his policy so far as the eon-
struction of railways was concerned., 1
wonld like to tell him that we arve doing
so as far as the good points are con-
-eerned, bui where we find it unnecessary
and unwise to earry out his policy we are
dropping it; we are taking oub the good
parts of his policy and there will be ocea-
sions when he will not recognise it in the
future. When we Lring forward Bills Lo
construct railways over routes surveyed
by him he eomplains that we are not
doing the right thing.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Not on the advice
-of the Advisory Board.

The PREMIER: I am not concerned
aboul what the Advisory Board did, or
over such a threat as that T have referred
to. It was a public declaration made in
Teply to a deputalion. Tt is this kind of
thing that cansed members on this side of

.Premier.
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the House in the past and to-day to say
that the ex-Ministers brought influence to
bear on the Advisory Board.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Let me corrvect the
The instructions to the Advi-
sory Board had reference to the railway
between Wickepin and Dumblevung. I
have pointed that ont half a dozen times,

The PREEMIER: Appavently ihe leader
of the Opposition’s bump of geography
is somewhat out of date. This line is to
serve the country between Dumbleyung
and Wickepin.

Ar, Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
looks at the map he will find it iz so. It
is between Wickepin and Merredin, and
the leader of the Opposition when Prem-
ler did not say to the Advisory Board,
“Tell rae how we can serve the eountry
without interfering with your previons
recommendation.”” e said the very ve-
verse, I was somewhat struck with the
desire, not of the Dongolockiny people,
hat of the Wagin townspeople to have ihe
district served by Wagin. There was the
influence at the baek of this to have the
district served {throngh Wagin, but T said
that the Government in huilding railways
to the agriculinral districts were coneerned
about the men who were producing and
not those who were taking the produece.
But I sHll contend that we wonld nat be
warranted in asking the House to make
a fresh survey of that fivst 30 wiles from
Tillimining  seeinw (hat it would not
serve a single settler more than will the
proposed route.

Mr. MONGER (York) : In dealing with
this railway I notice the schedule refers
to a line from Yillimining to ondnin,
a distance of 71 miles. It also refers to
Public Works Departmental plan 16088.
The only report attached to that plan on
which we are asked to outhorise the eon-
struetion of this railway is ene dated 10th
November of last year, and all it says is
as follows:—

Tn our report of the 20th July we sna-

gested the construction of a line ex-

tending in a general easterly direetion
from Wickepin. We now desire to
amend that sugpestion hy propesing the
constiuetion of a line in the vieinity of
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Yillimining siding, extending 31 miles

in a direction slightly north of east to

junction with the former proposed

route in the vieinity of the southern end

of lhe Geetarning subdivision.  This

line will serve an avea of 442,000 acres.
The only previouz report is an extraet
from a report of the 29th July of the
same year; but attached to the plan, and
referring to this railway is merely a re-
port concerning 34 miles of the line, a
small portion only. I think that before
approving of this line the Flouse would be
justified in asking the Minister to place
on the Table a eomplete report of the 71
miles of railway which we ave asked to
sanction.

The Premier: They are all there.

Alr. MONGER: They are not aitached
to the plan. Does the hon. member wish
to infer that some other hon. member has
taken from the plan =ome of the papers
originally attached to it?

The Premier: It is quite possible.

Mr. MONGER: I say that is an im-
proper reflection to cast upon any hon.
member.

The Premier: Have you not the full
report?

Mr. MONGER: I have the full report
of 12th September. 1911, and an extract
from the report of 29t July, 1910, and
an extract from the report of 10th Novem-
ber, 1910,

The Premier: Then you have the full
_ report.

Mr. MONGER: No. The Minister
showed me a portion of the extract re-
ferred to in the report of 10th November,
1910: hut there is a lot of other matter
in that report, and he does not show us
the report veferrved to on 29th July, 1910,
which makes mention of 80 miles of rail-
way The whole of the report is em-
braced in half a dozen lines, and T ven-
tare to say we ought to have a litlle
more information about the 80 miles of
railway. There is no information on the
file, except that embraced in the few
words referred to, yet the House is asked
to sanetion this 71 miles of railway. I
think even those strongest in support of
this particular line will admit that we are
perfectly jnstified in asking the Gowvern-
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ment to supply us with a full report as to-
the nature of the eountry through which
the railway will pass, and I think we ave
justified in asking how the Minister ar-
rives at the conclusion summarised in this
statement, to lhe effect that there are so
many acres of land to be served, eteetera.
There is nothing in the report to confirm
it.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: - It is just the same-
as any other report.

Mr. MOXGER: Nothing of the sout.
The member for Forvest knows he is stat-
ing what is absolutely wrong. Has there
ever been a Rallway Bill supported by
sueh meagre information?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Seores of them.

Mr. MONGER: There never has heen
n Railway Bill submitied to the House
and supported with so little information.
I ask again that the Minister give us the-
information which he has, or ought to-
have. I am asking that we be furnished
with some veliable data to go upon, and
that the Premier will not use his over-
whelming majority to carry a Bill the
partienlars in relation {o which are so
very meagre.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin): I did not antieipate that there
wonld be any opposition to the measure
at all, and I am sure it will come as a
great surprise to the people of the dis-
triet econeerned to know that the leader
of the Opposition, who promised this
raibway on three different routes at three
different times, has tnrned around and
now opposes the measure. If is only a
few weeks since that gentleman, speak-
ing in the Narrogin town hall on an elee-
tioneering mission, promised his hearers
this railway. In fact he said, “Return
me to power again and T will give you all
the rallways yon want, in addition to
this particalar-one” It will come as a
surprise fo Lhe people of that distriet
who supported that hon. gentleman’s
candidates, Lo know that at this early
stage the member for Sussex has gone
back on what he promised. I might
have come more fully prepared o speak
on this subject had T known that there
would he any opposition to this railway
recommended by the Advisory Board 18
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. months ago for speeial priovity of con-
struction. However, let us briefiy re-
view the history of the preposal. In the
first place, we have the report of the
Advisory Board, dated 20th July, 1910,
in which the board refers to this particu-
lar railway as follows:—

We ave satisfied that there are large
iracts of Hrst-class land suilable for
wheat growing within this area, which
eannot possibly be exploited without
railway facilifies, and we suggest the
adeompanying scheme of railway ex-
tension to meet the case.

The veport went on to recommend the
Wickepin-Merredin line as the backbone
of the scheme for opening up that part of
the State. Then, in paragraph 8, the re-
port recommended the construetion of
the Quairading-Nunajin railway, which
was anfhorised last Japuary. In para-
graph § it recommended the Brooktcn-
Kunjinn line, which was also authorised
last January; and that report contained
the following references to the loopline
we are now discussing. It says—

The loop, as shown coloured green
on the plan, from Wickepin to Kurren-
katten via Kulin will be 8¢ miles in
length, and is estimated by My, Muir
to cost £1.500 per mile, ineluding rails
and fastenings, totalling £120,000. This
loop would serve 829,000 acres, of
which 154,000 have been alienated, and
36,000 acres subdivided, and will, in
our apinion, open up one of the most
even and fertile belts of wheat-growing
land in this State.

Pavagraph 10 states—

Of these lines, we eonsider that next
to the through bLne, Wickepin-Mer-
redin, the éastern or Kulin loop
should have preference in the order of
consfruciton. as the land is of high
qualify, is relatively far from any ex-
isting service, and promises very suh-
staatial retarns to the general railway
system.

Those last words are very important. he-
eause they mean that this railway is
going to pay bandsomely from the very
start. But the point to which I draw
special attention is that as far back as
July, 1910, this vreport was put in recom-
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mending four agrienltural railways, and
marking ouf the one we are now consider-
ing for special priority of construection.
What did the late Government do ? Last
January, nearly a year ago, they brought
down Bills for the construetion of these
railways, two of which, of course, serve
distriets represented by politieal friends
whom they desived lo see returned
at the recent eleciions. The Govern-
ment did not bring dewn by a Bill
lo auathorise this partieular railway
which was recommended for special
priority of construction. Now the
leader of the Oppesition tells hon. mem-
bers they should adhere to the vecommen-
dattons of the Advisory Board, when he
hiwself, as leader of the late Govern-
ment, shelved this particular recommen-
dation.” Had he accepted it at ils true
valne this railway would now be in
course of construction. I would like
to say also, that all who Lknow this
distriet as I do, who know it from end te
end, who know the number of people
living closely settled on small areas of
land—and T honesily believe this partieu-
lar district is one of the most closely
settled areas in the wheat belt of the
State—all who know the large avea under
cultivation officially stated to be 54,000
acres, and the high quality of the land,
will realise that the Advisory Board did,
nothing move than their duty in picking
out this particular railway for priorily
of construction. The board that made
this special recommendation consisted of
Mr. Paterson, Professor Lowrie, Mr. John-
ston the Surveyor General, and Mr. John
Muir; and in counection with another
proposed railway we will probably have the
leader of the Opposition telling us whai
great weight is to be accorded to Mr.
Paterson’s recommendation, notwithstand-
ing iwhich the late Government shelved Mr,
Paterson’s recommendation, made unani-
mously in eonjunction with other members
of the board, that this particular line
should have special priority of construe-
tion, 1 may say that in looking up the
records in connection with this line, I
find it is reported that on the 4th Novem-
ber, 1918, the Hon. Frank Wilson visited
Dorakin and definitely promised that ibe
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railway would be authorised during next
session of Parliament, which is the pre-
sent session; and I fake if he meant to
build it on the route on which the laie
Government surveyed it, which is the rou‘e
ihis-Government propose {o build it on. [
helieve also that on the 10th February,
1911, a deputation from Kulin waited un
the Premier in PPerth, and he then for
the second time renewed his promise that
this railway would be authorised during
the present session if he were in power,
In view of these faets 1 find it hard to
reconcile the remarks made by the leader
of the Opposition to-night. I would like
now to refer to the report of the 10Nth
Movember, 1910, which was laid on the
Table of the House, and to which refar-
ence has been. made by the member for
York. This report refers to a por-
tion, 34 miles, of the railway that
we now propese to build, but it dis-
tinetly shows that it will junction with
the former proposed loop in the vieinity
of tle southern end of the Geelarning
subdivision. This report 1s merely for the
parpose  of alieving (e starting place
From Wekepin to Yillimining, and it
points oui {hat it will juneiion with the
other proj.osal 34 miles out, and does not
sngaest that the tell 21 miles 1= not o e
butii. 1 would like to poinl ont alse that
in lhe same report lle advisory hoard re-
commended the extension of the Dumble-
vong railway, and the conslruction of the
Fataming - Nampup  and  Tambellup-
Onzerap railways. Here again we have
the Yillimining railway recommended by
the advisory heard, and the recommenda-
tion  For prierity of construcltion thus
b ilds woad, This same report for the firet
time brings ju the three new railways.
Yiro A, F. Piesse: They had previeusly
been ;1 romised and provided for on the
Loan Fstimates. -

Mr. E. R, JOTINSTON: So had this
line heen promised and provided for, bul
the oint is that lhe Advisory Board
on the 10th November, 1910, for ihe
firsi time hronght forward these three
importand aud wholly justifiable railways.
I recognire that ihese railways are in everv
way justified, but I want hon. members ‘o
realise that they were brought forwasd
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long subsequent to the railway we are now .
discussing being recommended for priority
of construetion. Tiese three railways
were authorized by the late Governmeni
nearly a year ago, and are unow in
course of construetion, I am glad that
these three lines are heing built, but
hon. members who approved of the
construction of these lines should un-
hesitatingly and without delay ap-
prove of the coustruction of this rail-
way, which the Advisory Board recom-
mended for priority and which the late
Government promised three times ab least.
and probably more often, and whieh the
people are still without. We have no
less than seven ngrieultnral railways re-
commenced gince the Yilliminning-Kulin
laop line was recommended, and all are
now authorised, op in conrse of construe-
tion, yet the one we are discussing to-
night has nat been authorised. T find that
an engieer of the Works Depariment
(Mr. Sioddari) also inspeeted this rail-
way in June of this year, and he reported
that there nre a million acres of first class
land to be opened up hy this railway. In
his report he stated—*“The land is of a
specially eonsistent quality and T estimate
that 74 per cent. is first elass counntry.
equal to anvthing I have seen in the wheat
distriet of this State.” That veport troly
deseribed the position; the land is equal
to that in any agrienltural distriet in
Western Aunsiralia, and there are at
least  three-quarters of a  million
acres of first-class land which this .
railway will open up in the East
Narromin distriet.  The inforimalion we
have before us shows that the railway
ean be huilt on a grade of one in sixty.
and minimnm curves of 15 chains radins
can be ohlained: so that tmemhers will
see that the proposal eontains no engin-
eering difficulties at all, but on the con-
trary the ecountry is level and can he well
and easily opened up. Tt is further re-
ported that the water supply will he
chiefly by means of exeavated tanks, eon-
cerning wlhich the engineers do not an-
ticipate any difficalty. And T would like
to point ount that this district has an
annnal rainfall of from 12 to 14 inches,
whilst the great wheat beli of Keller-
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berrin and northward bas ouly an annual
rainfall of 11.86 inches, and Alerredin
only 10.30 inches. The late Government
have put people on the land 30 and 40
miles north of Merredin with a rainfall
of 10.3¢ inches. and they have my sym-
pathy to a certain extent; yet the late
Government refused railway facilities to
the great settlement east of Narrogin and
east of Pingelly, which will be served by
this railway, and which are favoured with
a rainfall of from 12 to 14 inches. I may
say that the holdings are very much in
need of a railway, many of the selectors
having to cart their material and goods
30 and 40 miles from the nearest staiion
on the Wickepin line.” Concerning the
amount of land cleared in this distriet, the
ficures which have heen given to the
House are 51,000 acres under cultivation,
but there are very large aveas of land
out there cleared but not under crop this
vear, so that the estimate of 51,000 acres
does not indicate the full exteni of the
arven cleared. Many of my own constitn-
ents have two, three, and four hundred
acres cleared but unt cultivated this year,
beeause they are so for from a railway.
They have preferred to put sheep on part
of the land rather than crop it, so that
although we are told that there are
51,000 acres of ecultivated land to be
served by this railway, T ean say of my
own knowledge that there is a muoeh
larger area cleared and ready for
cropping next year. I wonld like to
touch on the point mentioned by the Min-
ister for Works, that the railway has
stopped at Kondinin, and I eongratulate
tlie Government on stopping the line
there, rather than carrying it on to june-
tion with the Wiekepin-Merredin line at
Kunrrenkutten, becanse there is no ad-
vantage at the present time to be gained
by junetioning Kurrenkutten with Kon-
dinin. At the present rate of develop-
ment it may be necessary later on to
junction the line with Yerbillon, or some
other point on the Eastern Goldfields line,
rather than link it up with the Wickepin-
Narrogin line at Kurrenkntten, I feel
that in dealing with this question it is a
pity I have not power to put the position
before members in the light that I have
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seen it. I would like them to realise that
we have there a very great distriet which
is very eclosely settled. The figures sup-
plied by the department to-day tell us
that we have only 32 holdings of a thou-
sand acres in size, although the railway
will serve 772,000 acres of land already
selected. There is also a further 703,000
acres available for selection, I think it is
a remarvkable fact that of nearly a quarter
af a million of acres of land that will be
served we have only 32 large holdings
and that they comprise only 58,000 aeres
oul of the 772,000 acres selected. This
is, I believe, the most important railway,
from the point of view of opening up a
great agrvieullural district, that has been
before the Honse during the last two or
three years at any rate, and, knowing
that, T am all the more surprised that it
has not heen brought in at an earlier
date. The particulars put before us show
the length of the line te be 71 miles, and
I know of my own personal knowledge
that the whole of the distriet is closely
settled. It is true that there are in places
patehes of sand-plain, such as we find
throughout the wheat belt, but the econ-
sistent area of good tand is far above the
average of the Great Southern districts.
There are many hundreds of settlers on
that land who were tempted to go there
by the unfulfilled promises of railway
construction mwade by the late Minister
Tor Lands and those who are left on the
Opposition benches. We are informed
that there are 437 oceupier= in (hat dis-
trict, but I honestly believe those par-
tieulars arve not quite nn to date, hecanse
settlers are arviving at Wickepin at the
rate of 10 and 12 per week, and going
into this area with their wives and
families and chattels. I bhelieve that the
vutnber of farmers on the land in that
district wonld be nearer 750 than 437; at
any rate, I am satisfied that there are
greater number of resident settlers to be
served within this laeality, some of them
being in the Pingelly electorate. One of
the pleasant features in connection with
the construction of this line is that it is
going to serve the great Dorakin area.
The settlers who went into the Dorakin
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area scme three years ago were promised
a railway by the then Premier, Sir New-
ton Moore, as soon as they had the traffie
to carry over the line. The settlers went
on the land relying on that promise, they
showed that the land was productive, and
vet they find themselves after all this
lapse of tme without a railway. They
fulfilled their part of the contract and
they are honestly entitled to the facili-
ties promised them so long ago, and
which, I may say, lhey have paid for.
At the time this Dorakin area was thrown
open Sir Newton Moore stated that he
would build the railway but the settlers
would have to pay for it. Tt was one of
the first agricultnral aveas to be (hrown
open at prices above 10s. per acre. Tt
was mostly priced at from 11s. to 18s. per
acre, which is, of course, a low price now,
but the people paid it willingly then be-
cause they helieved that they were paying
for the railway, which so far they have
not got. T congratulate the Grovernment
on bringing this BRill forward to serve a
district closely settled by hard working
and struggling farmers. Theyv are not
men of pelitical influenee, or they would
have had (he railway several vears ago
when it was recommended for priority of
construction hy the Advisory Board. T
am glad we have 2ot a Government in
power who huild railways where they ave
required in the interests of the State, and
who make that the fivst eonsideration. in-
stead of allowing other considerations to
inflnence them to the extent that every-
one knows, and the extracts read by the
Premier this evening show, was the case
with the past Government. Tn regard to
the route, I want to sav a word because
the membep for Sussex sugwesled that 1
had influenced the ehange of route. Let
me say Chat if T had the marking out of
the ronte T would alter it in one or two
vespects. I am sorey that the penple at
the Takes are not better served, as they
wonld be if the railway started from
Bouudnin: and I am sorry also that
it does not go into Serivener's Scak
reserve, and fthe reserve at Wogerlin;
but these are minor matters. The peaple
in these districts will he served by
this  railway, although it is not
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being taken right fto their doors.
I ean assure members that, knowing as I
do the peaple away back want a railway,
I am going to support the Bill as it is
brought forward. T am not going to allow
any cuestion of a difference of two or
three miles in a route make me do any-
thing to saerifice the interests of any
people who are 40 to 60 miles from a
railway, and who want this measure
passed so that they will get consideration.
There is a reserve at Wogerlin which
would have made a very nice townsite,
if the railway had been taken there. Main
roads lead there from all directions, and
T am sorry it is not possible to take the
railway (bere; but, as I said hefore, the
consideration lion. mewbers have to face
is the necessity for getting the railway
out to that great distrvict as quiekly as
possible. There are a large number of
agrieultural areas whieh have been thrown
open during the last 1S months out east
of the rabbit-proof fenee, 30 to 50 miles
by voad from an existing railway. We
have subdivisions at Geetarning, Kulin,
Ngarming, aud Jilakin, and two or three
subdivistons at Kondinin; and rheve are
people on all these subdivisions on 1,000-
acre blocks; and I am going to support the
Bill as it stands, beeause these struggling
people who have been tempted there from
ihe goldfields, the Eastern States, and
England, cannot stay on their loldings
unless they get a railway, and gel it
quickly. And these people are paying
very high prices for their land. The late
Minister for T.ands seemed to pay them
a special amoun{ of attention. When he
was sitting in his offiee—his cool, comfort-
able office in Perth—he pul up the price
of land on what was vecommended by his
departniental olficers who had seen it. He
never saw it; he never went out into the
districi; if he ever does and wmeets (he
people he will get a preity warm reeep-
tion and come back quickly; becanse the
pecple ount there do not view with any
favour the policy of a Minister who put
up the priece of their land against
the advice of his responsible offi-
cers, and without seeing it, and
then assisled the late Government fo
shelve a railway that was recom-
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mended for speeial priority of econstrne-
tion on so many oceasions by the Ad-
visory Beard. I say that, good and fer-
tile and rich as the land in this eastern
district is, we should remember that it is
outside the vabbit-proof fence, and that
the people will have to contend with rab-
bits; and when we remember its distance
from vailways I say that the late Minis-
ter for Liands rent-racked these men when
he charged them from 21s. to 30s. per
acre for bloeks his officers’ classifieations
show as one-third sandptain. But, at any
rate, the people ave there, and they are
on 1,000-acre blocks, and they are geing
te make a goud do of it, as long as they
are given this railway. The railway is
essential to the welfare of that great set-
tlement east of the rabbii-proof fence,
east of Narvogin, It appeared to me that
for political reagsons the member for Sus-
sex was trying to fasten the vesponsibility
or blame, if thers is any blame for the
route of (his rarlway, on my shoulders.
Wherever a railway goes we will always
get a few people who want it a little closer
to them. I refuse to allow the hon. mem-
ber to put the vesponsibilily for the exact
route on my shoulders. I think it is a

good vroute; T am gnite prepared
to say it is the proper route the
railway should follow; but I am

not going to allow the member for
Sussex to get up and say, as he said, that
T am the one man who marked it out.
The responsible officers of the depart-
ment are the men who marked it out; and
if these responsible officers recommend the
route, and if the Government decide that
the railway shall start from Boundain in-
stead of from Yillimiping, I am pre-
pared to support them in whatever action
they see fit to take. We have two routes
close together, each recommended by the
Railway Advisory Board, and we have
the survey that was puat in hand by the
late Giovernment practically dividing these
two rontes at the end of the railway closest
to the Wickepin line. About 20 miles
out the routes converge, so it really does
not watter which one of them is taken;
and, for my part, I am prepared to sup-
port whichever route the Government or
their officers decide on, so long as the
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hundreds of settlers back from the rail-
way get the benefits it will bring ihem. I
do not care whether it starts at Yilli-
mining or Boundain, which is only four
miles further soutl; and T do not think
it matters much to the settlers, or very
much to the eountry. I am sorry the
member for Sussex evaded the question
as to why the specia! priorvity vecom-
mended for this agricnltural railway was
not given effect to. T {hink the mem-
bers of the House have the rieht to hLear
from the members of the Qpposition why
they shelved the Advisory Board’s re-
port in this Jisgraceful manner: and I
may say that, not only did they shelve the
anthorisation of the railway, but they ab-
solutely shelved the survey of the rail-
way until the eve of the election when I
ot very active in that particular distriet.
1 was down there electioneering and was
invited to attend a meeting of the com-
hined rvailway associations, and at that
meefing we had a letter from the Works
Department saying it was impossible to
send a surveyor along to survey a line
which was not anthorised at the time.
Then something happeued very soon. The
member for the district at that time was
in Perth, and no doubt he told the Govern-
ment that I was getting a little bit ener-
getic in that distriet; because within a
fortnight of the writing of that letéer
saving that the survey party could not go
down there to survey an unauthorised rail-
way, the survey party arrived and set to
work surveying a vailway that was not
authorised at all. They set to work after
I had got very energetic. Right throngh
the district people said to me, “We are
glad you have come electioneering, because
you made the Government send this sur-
vey party afler they wrote and said they
would not send one.” I beheve, in com-
mon with the people in (hat eastward dis-
triet, that the reason {he Advisory Board
were sent out so often was because the
Governnient wanted a different route al-
together, because they wanted to start the
railway from the Wagin-Dumbleyung
line, and run it through Mr. Moran's
property; and I believe that it was beeause
they conld not gel a recommendation to
that effect that they- did not huild the



1154
railway. They sent the Advisory Board
down there time afler time with the

threats the Premier has read out, saying
that the matter would be looked into and
their aciions investigated, in the hope
that the Advisory Board would recom-
mend a railway that would lead into a
different town altogether, We are justi-
fled in eoncluding that this was the reason
for the delay. We all remember the
words of the great poet, who said—

Princes and lords may flourish, or may fade,
A breath can make them as a breath has

made;

But a bold peasantry, their country’s pride,
When once destroy 'd, can never be supplied.
We want no deserted agricnltural town-
ships in Western Australia, We have a
bold peasan(ry in the eastern districts; we
have hundreds of settlers on these small
aveas, and unless this railway is built very
soon these people will have to desert their
holdings in the same way as that “sweet

Auburn” was deserted years ago. They
cannot stay on their holdings with-
out railway eommunieation. We have

brave men and noble women in that dis-
triet, 40 to 60 miles from a vailway. I
am glad fo say we have ui last a Crovern-
ment who recognige.(he rights of men,
even if they are not men of greal political
influence; and I am glad that Govern-
ment lave brought in this Bill to do jus-
tice to ihat great community. I mean to
supporl the measure whole heartedly.

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam): I am
sorry the Minister has not sent down
the maps to show where he intends the
line to terminate. He cannot possibly
let the line stop at IKondinin. The line
must run parallel to the Wickepin-
Merredin line, and it wouid have been
wise for the Minister to have & map
giving us much fuller information and
showing the country also from Kondinin
to the goldfields railway. The Wick-
epin-Merredin route has some bhearing
on the construction of this railway. I
do not know what the Minister intends
to do, but I believe he intends the
Wickepin-Merredin line to run to the
west of Lake Yealering, as I think it
should, and then I understand he wishes
it to run west of Lake Kurrenkutten.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Works :
to know more than I do.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Merredin
line will have some effect on the line
it iz now proposed to build. If it is to
go to the east of the lakes we can take
a different route for the extension of this
line north of Kondinin. The Wickepin-
Merredin line, passed last session, is
now being surveyed, and the Minister
should know just where it is likely to go-
He has sufficient information in the
office; he his the line practically
surveyed, and should be in a position
to tell us what he intends to do about
it. Of course the settlers in all these
subdivisions that have been submitted
for sale after survey must be served.
There are many setblers to the east of
Lake Kurrenkutten who will be cut off
from railway communication if the
Wickepin-Merredin line passes to the
weat of the lake, unless the Minister
continues this line from Kondinin to tlie
goldfields line. But if the Minister
takes the Wickepin-Merredin line to the
east of the lakes, then he will serve all
the settlers from Arrowsmith to Merredin.
The country is undoubtedly committed
to the building of railways to all our
agricultural areas which justify them,
and the subdivisions show that many
lines will be wanted to the east of the
Great Southern Railway. I would like
the Minister, in his reply, to tell us, if
he can, where he intends the Wickepin-
Merredin line to go. I wounld like to
hear also that the people settled to the
east of Kurrenkutten are to be looked
after, It is essential that the Minister
ghould tell us.

The Premier: We will tell yon when
we ask you to authorise the continua-
tion of this hne.

Mr. MITCHELL: The Premier thinks
e is the whole country ; we have the
right to ask for information.

The Premier: We lLave a right to say
whether you will get it.

My, MITCHELL: Tt is not a guestion
for the Premier to decide ; we are entit-
led to the information, and to polite re-
plics to our questions.

The Prewmier: Then give notice ; this is
not the time for questions.

You seem
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Mr. MITCHELL: The Premier seems
to forget that he is the Premier of the
counttry and not the whole Parliament.
I hope the Minister for Works will tell
us where the Wickepin-Merredin line is
to run. They have altered entirely the
intention of the advisery hoard. This
line now alters, to some extent, the advice
set np by the board. 1 am not opposed
to the line but T am opposed to the route.
but I shall not vote against the route,
and as long as the extensions are made
along the rvoute there will he nothing to
ohjeet to. T want te ask the AMinister
for Works to tell the IHouse where he
proposes to take the Mervedin railway.

The Premier: Over one of the many
ronfes vou surveved.

Me. MITCHFELL: Qur poliey was
¢learly defined, and we fold the eountry
we would build railways to open np agri-
eultural lands. Tast session we put
through a great many lines, and so long
as the lines are built it does not matter
by whom they are introduced, but I do
wish the House to understand that it was
the policy of the late Government, and it
was not set up by our friends when they
were in power before.  They had no
poliey at all, Tt is true (hey built the
Jandakot rvailway and a little of the
Collie Lo Narvogin line. If you bring the
railway within two or three miles of
Dongoloeking (he Government would be
doing wisely ; it is -a magnificent area
and is not all held by Mr. Moran. I have
not the classifieation before me, and 1
cannot say whether this can be done with
perfect fairness to the other parts. We
have alwavs had the greatest respeet for
the Advisory Board, and the Minister
will find that the officers who eomprise
the board are capable, earnest, and
honest men, willing to do their best, and
quite incapable of being influenced even
by a Minister.

The Premier: And you say to them,
““If vou do not do it as we want you to
do it we will send you back again.”

Mr. MITCHETL: That is not the case;
but naturally if forther information were
required the Advisory Board would be
gent back. The Advisory Board has
made more than one veport with regard
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to routes, and there ¢an be nothing said
against that. Why object ? You cannot
have your information too eomplete. The
very fact that the Premier has a line sur-
veyed does does not mean ihat he will
build it over that route. A survey does
not eost much,

The Minister for Works: 1 would like
to have what yon spent on the Wickepin-
Morredin line.

Mr. MITCHELL: We built
to serve the eountry, and il
have heen a bhad thing if we
made  devialions to  miss  those
people who had large holdings. The
Minister might inform ithe House whether
the people who ave well to the east of the
Wickepin-Mercedin line are to wait much
longer for the anthorisation of a railway
to serve them. T hope that the Minister
will tell the House what he intends to do
in this conneetion. No line has ever been
brought down to the Ilouse with such
little information.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): There ave three sheels of in-
formation.

My, MITCHELL: The information is
not of moch more use than that on the
Notice Papédr. In eonneetion with rail-
ways to open up the country, I would
like the Minister to take into considera-
tion fhe extension of the east and west
lines in order that he may keep this
Wickepin-Merredin route well to the east.
Then I think that whilst on the seheme he
should consider the question of a short
line from Popanyinning to Stony Cross-
ing to the north of Narrogin. I mention
this matter hecause the people are looking
to the Qovernment scheme to bring them
into closer railway communication. Some
reference has been made to prices charged
for the land. The system of valning is
fair, and is based on the veports of classi-
fieation by the surveyors.

The Premier: No.

Mr. MITCHELL: T say ves. T have
myself put prices up and pnt prices
down, bat the price is not the classifica-
tion.

Mr. SPEAKER : Neither has it much
application to the Bill.

lines
would
had
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Mr. MITCHELL: I think so, for the
argument has been used that people have
paid a high price for the land, and I
am endeavouring to explain that these
prices are fairly fixed, and that if the
price is high it shows ihal the land is
good and so juslifies the railway. I wish
to say that I heartily support the line,
although it does not run quite where I
would like to see it.

The Premier: Hear, hear.

Mr. MITCHELL: Well, why should
I not support it? - I bave the right to
support the line, and it is my pleasure and
privilege to assist the Premier when he
brings down a railway proposition of
which I approve. The late Government
have to-night eome in for a good deal of
criticism. I think it is a great pity that
Ministers have so little to say for them-
selves, Never is an opportunity missed
of baving a fling at the late Government.
We huilt rvailway lines, and a great many
of them, and we proposed a good many
raibway lines for econsideration, ineluding
practically this one. There is no justifica-
lion for the attitude the Premier takes up
on every possible occasion; he has never
vet introduced 2 measure without having
some eriticism to level at those in office
before him. Had we heen i office to-day
this line would have been hrought down
for consideration. I am glad lo find that
the policy of the past Government is to
be continued, for, having regard to some
of the election speeches, I was very much
afraid that it would be so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply) ;. In a few words I want (o make
it c¢lear to the Chamber the main reasons
why the present route has been adopted.
The Premier pointed to the promise
given to a deputation which eame from
Wagin, in which Mr. Moran took a very
prominent part, and there is already on
record the reply given by the late Pre-
mier that if he eonld not get the Ad-
visory Board to veport in favour of that
proposition he would get other reports
until he secured the correet one. Other
deputations waited on the Minister in
eonnegtion with the same proposition, and
I have here the record of one from the
Dovrakin Progress Association which
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urged that the line advised by the Ad-
visory Board should be construected. The
late Premier =aid “T am going o give vou
the Hne; I can promise you that. I can-
not promise that I will give it you this
session, but as soon as I have power to
pass the Bill you shall have the railway.”
This is the self-some area for which he
had promised Mr. Moran quite another
route. After that deputation the late
Premier wrote to the late Minister for
Works, desiring him to prepare a Bill,
and the Minister for Works replied—

Since receipt of your minute here-
under in regard tn the construction of
the rajlway from Wickepin eastward,
you have, no doubt, noted the recom-
mendation of the Advisory Beard dated
the 10th instant for the adoption of

Yillimining Siding for the stariing
point. I presume you desire the econ-

sequent alteration to be made in your
minute of the Sth.

In veply to this the lale Premier wrote—
1t is now for your engineers to either
support the Advisory Board as to the
stavting point of this extension or other-
wise. I shall be glad if you will give
the matter consideration and, affer in-
quiry, make a definite recommendation
to Cabinet. I do not propose, however,
to introduce a Bill during the present
session of Parliament, as there are
others more pressing.

Then another deputalion waited upon ihe
late Premier, and in answer to them he
said—

I take it that what you are advocat-
ing to-day is that a line should be cou-
structed from Yillimining or some
other point on the Wickepin line, run-
ning in an easterly direction. All I can
promise you this afternoon is that next
session of Parliament I intend to in-
troduce a Bill, if T am then leader of
the House, for the construction of a
railway eastward from Yillimining.
Whether it will take a eurve up novth
ns suggested by the rough skeich of
the Advisory Board or wnot I ecannot
say at the present moment. With re-
gard to (his I shall want further in-
formation.



119 DeceymBer, 1911.]

The point is that the late Premier gave
three promises on three different proposi-
tions to serve the same avea and, to get
out of the difficulty thus created he ecalled
for a departmental engineer to go over the
land and make another recommendation.
This was done, and on the Tth June, 1911,
My, Stoddart submitied another report,
whieh was adopted, and this is the line
we are proposing, but which is meeting
with the opposition of those who were
then on the Ministerial benches. The re-
port clearly demonstrates that they are
responsible for the survey of Lhe line, yet
now they themselves condemn it, a clear
indieation that they had three or four
propositions and made so many promises
at the eleetion that now, in order to give
colour to the coutention that lhey were
sinceve in their promises to Mr. Moran,
they are opposing the proposition fto-
night. T contend that the Government
have adopted the right route. It is prac-
tieally surveyed now and the line will be
constructed aleng that route.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment; and
the report adopted.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Annual report of
Zoological Gardens and Acclimatisation
Committee.

By the Ainister for Lands: Regnla-
tions and by-laws under Land Aect, 1898.

House adjourned at 11.23 p.m.
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Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 19th December, 1911,
- PigE
Popers presented . 1157

Bills; Diverce Amendment, Select Com, report 1157
Public Works Act Ameudmenr. 1z, ... 1158
Goldflelds Water Supply Act Amendment 1k, 1158

Laud and Income Tax, 11, 1158
Upper Darling Range Railway Exteusnou. 1a. ]158
Public Service Act Amendment, 1r. ... 1158
Health Act Awendment, Recom. U1k
Ticesing Act Amendment. Com, o 1162
ki ly Closing, Com. .. 1183
Agricultural Bank Act Amendmeut 2n. 1165
Industrial Concilintion and Arbitration Ack
Amendment, Com. 1172
Adjourument, Sitting Hour ... 1179

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.n., and rvead prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Annual

report Fremantle Harbour Trust; 2,
Anmmual  report Governors of High
School; 3, Instructions issued by Gov-
ernment to Railway Advisory Board;

4, By-laws of the North Coolgardie and
Jarralidale Roads Boards; 5, Regulations
and by-laws under Land Aet, 1898,

BILL—DIVORCE AMENDMENT,
Select Commitiee’s Report.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East)
brought up the report of fhe select com-
mittee appointed fo inquire into this
Bill.

Report read.

Hon. J, I}, CONNOLLY moved—

That the report, together with the
evidence, be printed and taken into
consideration at the next sitting of the
House.

Hon. M. 1., MOSS (West)}: I wish to
remind the leader of the House of the
promise which he made to me that this
would be the first order of the day to-
MOITOW.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): I will make provision for
that.

Hon. J. . CULLEN (South-East): I
should like the mover of the motion to
tell us whether this is a report of the
whole committee as appointed by the
House, or only a part of the committee.



